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The Democratic Recor 


“WHAT DID THE REPUBLICAN CONGRESS DO?” 
By HARRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United States and Democratic Candidate for Re-election 
Delivered in Denver, Colorado, September 20, 1948 


VERY time I come out this way I feel again the 

tremendous vitality of the West. That feeling comes 

not only from magnificent scenery and bracing air. 
It comes from talking to the vigorous and confident people 
wlio live here. 

This is a straight-from-the-shoulder country, and it has 
produced a great breed of fighting men. I am going to call 
upon your fighting qualities. For you and I have a fight 
on our hands—a fight for the future of this country and 
for the welfare of the people of the United States. 

The other day a cartoonist for a Republican newspaper 
drew a cartoon of me that I enjoyed. He showed me dressed 
up as Paul Revere, riding through a Colonial town yelling 
to the townspeople: ‘Look out, the Republicans are coming.” 

That was a good cartoon. There’s a lot of truth in it. 
But it’s not quite accurate. What I am really telling you is 
not that the Republicans are coming but that they are here. 
They have been in Washington for the last two years, in 
the form of the notorious Republican Eightieth Congress. 

‘Today I want to talk to you about what that Republican 
Congress has been doing to you, to your families and to your 
country. 

REPUBLICAN Vorers O. K. 


Understand me, when I speak of what the Republicans 
have been doing I’m not talking about the average Repub- 
lican voter. Nobody knows better than I that, man for man, 
individually, most Republicans are fine people. But there’s 
a big distinction between the individual Republican voter 
and the policies of the Republicans as a party. 

Something happens to Republican leaders when they get 
control of the Government or even of a part of the Govern- 
ment—something that shocks and dismays many of their 
own loyal supporters. 

Republicans in Washington have a habit of becoming 


curiously deaf to the voice of the people. They have a hard 
time hearing what the ordinary people of the country are 
saying. But they have no trouble at all hearing what Wall 
Street is saying. They are able to catch the slightest whisper 
from big business. 

When I talk to you here today about Republicans, I am 
talking about the party that gets most of its campaign funds 
from Wall Street. I am talking about the party that gave us 
the phony boom of the Nineteen Twenties and the Hoover 
depression that followed. I am talking to you about the 
party that gave us the Republican Eightieth Congress. 

The Republican party today is controlled by silent and 
cunning men who have a dangerous lust for power and privi- 
lege. These men are now reaching out for control of the 
country and its resources. 

It is your votes which will decide whether or not they 
have their way; that is why I have come here today. 


“Turn Crock Back” 


I want you to know the facts. , 

I repeat: the most reactionary elements in the country 
today are backing the Republican party in its effort to take 
over your Government on Election Day. 

If they succeed, I predict that they will try to turn back 
the clock to the day when the West was an economic colony 
of Wall Street. 

On Election Day this year, your choice will not be merely 
between political parties. You will be choosing a way of life 
for the years ahead. This is a fateful election. On it will 
depend your standard of living and the economic inde- 
pendence of your community. 

You can choose to be governed by Republican puppets of 
big business—the same breed that gave you the worst de- 
pression in our history. 

Or you can choose to be governed by Demecratic servants 
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of the people, who are pledged to work for the increasing 
welfare of the people. 

Some of you may feel that I am attacking the leaders of 
the Republican party pretty sharply. I am, I have good 
reasons for it—reasons like the obstacles placed in the way 
of conservation of our natural resources; reasons like the 
housing conditions in this country; reasons like the high cost 
of living; reasons that are close to your hearts, and to mine. 

You people out here have been thinking about these prob- 
lems. You have a right to know what your Government 
is going to do about them. 

Let’s go into them. Let’s see where the Republicans stand 
on these vital issues, and where the Democratic party stands. 


Housinc SITUATION 


We all know that the housing situation in this country is 
a national disgrace. It is almost unbelievable that we should 
have made so little progress in providing decent housing con- 
ditions for millions of American families. 

From the first day of the Republican Eightieth Congress, 
there was a housing bill before it which would meet the 
problem. That bill was a full scale program to provide 
housing for all our people and not just for those who can 
pay high prices. But the Republicans refused to act. 

The situation became worse and more desperate. Veterans’ 
groups, labor groups, Mayors of cities, Governors of states, 
pleaded with the Republicans to pass the housing bill. They 
still did nothing. 

The Republican stand on housing was clearly exposed 
last July, when I called the Congress into special session 
and demanded again that they enact housing legislation. The 
bill was ready. It had been studied and discussed a thousand 
times. It was supposed to be non-partisan. 

But what happened? There was a certain real estate lobby 
which had its high-priced agents operating in Washington. 
These men, representing big real estate interests, were in 
close touch with Republican leaders, the Republican leader- 
ship in the House of Representatives cracked the whip, and 
the Republican Senate killed the non-partisan housing bill. 

This was no accident. It was Republican policy. In 1947 
Senator Taft joined with two Democratic Senators in intro- 
ducing the housing bill. But in 1948 he voted against the 
bill with his own name on it. 

Why did the Republicans kill the bill? The answer is 
plain. They wanted to leave housing under the control of 
profiteering big business. There is a lot of money to be made 
out of providing houses for the people if private’ interests 
are allowed to exact exorbitant profits from the people. 

Have you felt the pinch of the housing shortage? Put the 
blame where it belongs. 

And remember, if the Republicans were to come into power 
for the next four years, the future of American housing 
would be in the hands of the same men who killed the hous- 
ing bill—the men who obey the lobbyists of the selfish in- 
terests. 

Let’s talk about high prices. I know you are deeply 
troubled by them. Well, put the blame where it belongs— 
on the leaders of the Republican party. The Republican 
record in dealing with inflation is typical. 

When I called the Republican Congress into special ses- 
sion this year and asked them for price control measures, 
they said that my request was made for political purposes. 
They used that as an excuse and did nothing about prices. 
They consistently forgot that I had called a special session 
of the same Congress in 1947 and asked for price control. 
And 1947 was not an election year. 

If they had put into effect the controls I asked for, the 


prices on such things as meat, milk, steel and automobiles 
would have been stabilized or reduced. 

The Republicans could easily have taken this issue out of 
politics merely by doing something about it. But they did 
nothing. 

CONSERVATION RECORD 

I have been talking about the conservation of our eco- 
nomic well-being. Now I come to a particular phase of that 
conservation that has special interest for you of the West. 
You live in a region whose whole future depends on its wise 
use of the rich resources that nature has provided. 

Early in this century a unique Republican President, 
Theodore Roosevelt, fought for conservation, only to be re- 
pudiated by his own party. 

All through the Republican Administration from 1921 to 
1933 big business pressure groups prevented adequate con- 
servation measures from being put into effect. They wanted 
quick profits, the easy way, and so Western forests were 
logged off and left barren. Range lands were grazed off 
and ruined. Farm land was worked to the point where its 
fertility was gone. Precious water ran unused past barren 
land. There was no soil conservation program, no range 
conservation program. 

The nation lost tremendous quantities of its most valuable 
resources. The West continued to bow to Wall Street— 
furnishing raw materials at low prices and buying back 
finished goods at high prices. 

Then in 1933 came the Democratic Administration of 
Franklin Roosevelt. 

Under his leadership conservation was made a living 
reality. You know better than anyone how much it has 
meant to the West. 

The Democratic Administration won its fight for con- 
servation and for Western development against the bitter 
opposition of Wall Street. You of the West see the results 
of our victory every day. You see those results in bigger 
and better crops; in new industries; in the growing national 
parks and forest and the tourists who visit them; in the ris- 
ing standards of living of the peoples of the West, and in 
the stronger economy of the whole nation. 

But we still have a long way to go. We are still using 
our timber faster than we grow it. Thousands of acres of 
land are still being washed away every year. Disastrous 
floods are still frequent, conservation in the West is of first 
importance to the whole country. 


“Wuat Dip Repus.iicans Do” 


In the face of all this, what did the Republican Con- 
gress do? 

Remember, the record of that Congress is the actual test 
of the attitude of the Republican leadership toward the 
people. 

The Republicans in the Congress consistently tried to cut 
the ground from under our conservation program. Last 
year, the Republican-dominated House of Representatives 
voted to cut the agricultural conservation program in half 
in 1947, and end it entirely in 1948. 

The Democrats in the Senate led, and finally won, a fight 
to save the life of the program. They saved it, but they 
could not completely restore it. The program was seriously 
damaged by the Republican Eightieth Congress. 

Here is a significant fact. Nineteen forty-seven was the 
first year in a decade and a half that the Republicans had 
control of Congress. And that was the first year in which 
the Congress took a step backward in the spiral of soil con- 
servation since that program was begun. 
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The first time the Republicans had a chance they began 
to undermine conservation. 

Now let's look at another subject that is closely bound 
up with your future—the industrial development of the 
West. 

| know that all of you recognize the importance of creat- 
ing new industries in this region, using the resources of the 
West so as to reduce your industrial dependence on the East. 

kor my part, I am convinced that rapid and sound indus- 
trial development in the West will make a vital contribu- 
tion to the living standards and well-being not only of the 
people of the West but of the entire nation. The heart of 
the Western industrial development program is hydro-elec- 
tric power. Coupled with irrigation projects and flood con- 
trol, electric power is of fundamental importance to your 
future. 

Democrats PusH Power PLANTS 


The Democratic party for the past fifteen years has been 
energetically developing the great dams, irrigation projects 
and power systems which have contributed so much to the 
prosperity of the West. 

But as soon as the Republican party gained control of the 
Congress it began to tear down the whole Western develop- 
ment program. ‘The Republicans slashed funds right and 
left. They cut back projects to bring water to the land and 
electric power to industry. 

Right here in this state the Colorado-Big Thompson proj- 
ect is under way. It is an inspiring project, involving the 
transfer of water from one side of the Continental Divide to 
the other. ‘The Republican Congress sharply reduced the 
funds for that project. When I pointed out the danger of 
that action and requested them to restore those funds, they 
refused. 

Wherever you turn, no matter what the field of activity, 
you find the same story. In the light of the evidence, I say 
flatly that the Republican leaders have been working against 
the interest of the people. They have been the eager agents 
of the big business lobbies and the most reactionary elements 
in American economic life. 

In the last sixteen years, Democratic Administrations have 
built a firm foundation for a new and greater West. 


We restored grazing lands for the sustained production 
of live stock. Millions of cattle and sheep feed today where 
only prairie dogs and rattlesnakes existed before. 

We restored forests for a sustained yield of timber. Trees 
stand for the future where exploiters have been kept out. 

We established a sound conservation policy to prevent 
land erosion and restore the fertility of the soil. 


We built the Federal system of hydroelectric and irriga- 
tion projects which are now providing water for more than 
5,000,000 irrigated acres in the West and for better living 
for millions of people. 


We have been leading the fight for decent housing, effec- 
tive reduction of the cost of living, and a rise in living stand- 
ards—all for a better nation of happier people. 


That is the Democratic record—a record of which I am 
exceedingly proud. 
More to BE Done 


There is more to do, much more. What we have done so 
far is only the beginning. This is no time to permit your 
progress to be checked, when you can foresee great new de- 
velopments of your agriculture, your industry and your 
commerce, if you have the aid and support of the Federal 
Government. 


Your need is to insure the election of an Administration 
pledged to give you that aid and support—a Democratic 
Administration. 

There is a hard fight ahead. We shall have to fight the 
slick political propaganda of the special interests and ie 
Republican leadership. 

We shall have to fight the millions of dollars that Wall 
Street is pouring into the treasury of the Republican party. 


We shall have to fight the Republican undercover sabotage 
of the West. 

But we of the Democratic party are eager for that fight. 
We believe that we owe to future generations the bequest of 
a strong America, mighty in its resources and wise in its use 
of them. 


We are fairly determined to leave after us a land that is 
better than we found it. 


Time for American Affirmation 


PLEDGE TO FELLOW CITIZENS 


By THOMAS E. DEWEY, Governor of New York and Republican Candidate for President of the United States 
Delivered in Des Moines, Iowa, September 20, 1948 


R. Chairman, Senator Wilson, Senator Hicken- 

looper and fellow Americans: I appreciate more 

deeply than I can tell you your wonderful wel- 
come. Tonight we enter upon a campaign to unite all 
America. On Jan. 20, we will enter on a new era. We 
propose to install in Washington an Administration which 
has faith in the American people, a warm understanding of 
their needs and the competence to meet those needs. 

We will rediscover the essential unity of our people and 
the spiritual strength that makes our country great. 

We'll begin to move forward again shoulder to shoulder 
toward an even greater America and a better life for every 
American, in a nation working effectively for the peace of 
the world. 

This is my pledge to my fellow-citizens, the declaration 
of the principles and purposes of your next Administration. 


I pledge to you that, as President, every act of mine will 
be determined by one principle above all others: Is this 
good for our country? 

I pledge to you that my administration will be made up 
of men and women devoted to that same principle—of men 
and women whose love of their country comes ahead of 
every other consideration. They will know how to trans- 
late their devotion to our country into constructive action. 


ForEIGN Po.icy oN PEACE BAsis 


I pledge to you a foreign policy based upon the firm be- 
lief that we can have peace. That policy will be made effec- 
tive by men and women who really understand the nature 
of the threat to peace and who have the vigor, the knowl- 
edge and the experience required to wage that peace. 

I pledge to you a Government of team-work. The execu- 
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tive heads of your Government will be really qualified for 
their positions after Jan. 20 and they will be given full re- 
sponsibility to do their job without loose talk, factional 
quarreling or appeals to group prejudice. They will know 
how to work together as a team and one of the most im- 
portant members of that team will be the distinguished 
Governor of California, the next Vice President of the 
United States, Earl Warren. 

I pledge to you an Administration which will know how 
to work with the elected representatives of the people in 
the Congress, an Administration that wants to work with 
them and will do so. The unity we need for the nation will 
be practiced in the nation’s Capitol. 

I pledge to you that on next Jan. 20 there will begin in 
Washington the biggest unraveling, unsnarling, untangling 
operation in our nation’s history. 

1 pledge to you an Administration which knows in its 
mind and believes in its heart that every American is de- 
pendent on every other American; that no segment of our 
people can prosper without the prosperity of all; that in 
truth we must all go forward together. 


FaitH spy Works! 


This is what you may expect from your next, your Re- 
publican administration. It will be a government in which 
every member is enlisted to advance the well-being of all 
our people and is dedicated to the release of the enthusiasm, 
the energy and the enterprise of our people: a government 
that has faith in America and is resolved to prove its faith 
by its works. 

This is the road on which I propose that we set out all 
together. As we advance we shall carry America’s destiny 
with us. We shall also carry the hope of freedom and the 
living promise to a stricken world that men can be free 
and that free men can live in peace. 

We're living in sorely troubled times. The unhappy dif- 
ficulties of today are familiar to every one of us. Three 
years after the end of the war the world has still not found 
peace. As we wage the peace, we face problems as mo- 
mentous as any nation has ever confronted in history, either 
in peace or in war. 

Our sons and daughters—the young people in all our grade 
schools, our high schools and our colleges have lived—it 
seems impossible but it’s true—they have lived their whole 
lives in a troubled world. Their plans for education, for 
getting married—for getting ahead are delayed and dis- 
rupted. Against the dangers of a sorely troubled world they 
are being called upon to keen “imerica strong. 

The wife and mother who's been out shopping today to 
buy meat for her family and clothes for her children has 
been up against the hard fact of high prices. Every mar- 
ried veteran living in a Quonset hut, or doubled up with his 
family, is up against the cruel fact that we do not have 
enough good homes for cur people. Every family living in 
a crowded, insanitary, cold-water tenement has the same 
urgent needs. Hard-working, frugal Americans find they 
don’t make enough to lay anything by for a rainy day or 
for sickness, or unemployment, or old age. 

Millions of Americans, too, face the intolerable fact that 
because of their race or their color or the way they choose 
to worship God, they are denied rights which are their 
birthrights and which, by American principle and law, are 
their just due. 

These are some of the difficulties that confront us. It 
won’t be easy to meet them, and I want no one to think 
that I believe it will be easy. These times require the co- 
operation of every one of us and the highest order of de- 
votion and intense labor by your Government. But it’s part 


of my faith in America to believe that with restoration of 
faith in ourselves, of competence in our Government, of 
unity of purpose among our people there is nothing, as a 
people, we cannot do. es 

I deeply believe that an administration which can unite 
our people will have taken the greatest single step toward 
solving these problems. This is our most urgent need. 

Every four years, under our Constitution, it’s our right 
as Americans to hear a full and thoughtful discussion of the 
issues before us. As this campaign progresses I shall place 
before you my views concerning every aspect of the grave 
problems at home and abroad and the steps, the concrete 
steps, by which I propose that we meet them. 

I will not contend that all our difficulties today have 
been brought about by the present National Administration. 
They haven’t. Some of these unhappy conditions are the 
result of circumstances beyond the control of any govern- 
ment. Any fair-minded person would agree that others are 
merely the result of the administration’s lack of judgment, 
or of faith in our people. Only part are deliberately caused 
for political purposes. But it’s not too important how these 
conditions came about. The important thing is that, as 
Americans, we turn our faves forward and set about curing 
them with stout purpose and a full heart. We can enlarge 
the opportunities of all our people and move toward peace 
with all the world. 


ProrpLe UNITED FoR FREEDOM 


And to all those in this country or abroad who hate free- 
dom, as well as to all our friends everywhere who love 
freedom and look to us for aid and leadership, let me make 
this one thing very clear: So far as I am concerned—so 
far as the Republican party is concerned, this campaign will 
not create diversion among our people. Instead this cam- 
paign will unite us as we have never been united before. 
It will unite us so strongly that no force will again attack 
us and we will labor unceasingly and with unity to find 
common grounds of firm and peaceful agreement with all 
the nations of this earth. 

As we chart our course for the years ahead, we must 
find the stars by which to sail. We must look to the funda- 
mentals of our country. They’re easy to find. Our Amer- 
ica is not the lucky product of a rich continent discovered 
by a seafaring adventurer looking for a pot of gold. The 
roots of our country are not material. They are moral and 
spiritual. Of course we are deeply concerned about things 
to live with. But we are also concerned about the values 
by which we live. You and I know that we can surmount 
our unhappy times by a restoration of our ideals and faith 
in our country. 

We know that, we know it because we are Americans. 
It’s no accident that our country stands like a beacon of 
acoe to all the world today. Our magnificent America is 
the end result of the deep convictions of a great people de- 
voted above everything else to faith in their God and the 
liberty and precious importance of every single human being. 

We believe in freedom for our neighbors across the street 
or across the seas—the same freedom we expect for our- 
selves. We believe in honesty, loyalty, fair play, concern 
for our neighbors, the innate ability of men to achieve; these 
convictions, arched over by our faith in God, are the inner 
meaning of the American way of life. That is why the eyes 
of freedom-loving people everywhere in this troubled world 
are turning with hope to us. That is our America for which 
we cannot and will not fail. 

But we are in a world and in a time when these convic- 
tions are doubted and sneered at and denied. The priceless 
rights of freedom of speech, of assembly, of religion, of the 
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press, academic freedom, the fundamental freedom of choice 
of occupation, even of the right to own a car or a home or 
a farm—all these are denied to many millions of regimented 
people throughout the world. The ideals and the rights we 
hold to be good are held to be evil in those countries. No 
other fact about our world is of such ominous importance. 


TYRANNY ON THE MARCH 


We live in a world in which tyranny is on the march. 
The evil idea is on the march that man is not destined to 
be free but to be enslaved. That idea is backed by a mobili- 
zation of enormous force. Millions of families who have 
known freedom are in fear of evil, unfamiliar footsteps and 
at every moment they expect the knock on the door. Mil- 
lions who still enjoy freedom live in fear that today or to- 
morrow some crisis or excuse will be seized upon to blot 
out their freedom too. 

Millions of human beings, it may be tens of millions— 
nobody knows—are being starved and worked to death in 
concentration camps and at slave labor. And yet, at this 
very moment in the history of the world the promise of 
America and the truth of what America believes are being 
vindicated. The oppressed peoples of these lands know there 
is a better life. They know there is a better way. The 
truth about America seeps through every obstacle of iron 
and steel. In millions of hearts the hope that is America 
is flaming. That's why we in America have such a solemn 
obligation to love and cherish all the freedoms we enjoy; 
that’s why we have such a solemn obligation, every single 
one of us, not to divide our country but to unite it for all 
purposes and for all time. 

We are the last, best hope of earth. Neither barbed wire 
nor bayonet have been able to suppress the will of men and 
women to cross from tyranny to freedom. 

Let’s call up some of them as witnesses. Let them testify 
to this thing we believe in. Call up Jan Masaryk of Czecho- 
slovakia, the heroic son of a heroic father. We may never 
know whether he took his life or was murdered. But we 
do know this, that however it came, he preferred death to 
a life cut off from freedom. Jan Masaryk is our witness. 

Call up Archbishop Stepinac who lies today in a Com- 
munist prison, a living martyr to the cause of freedom of 
religion. Call up Nicola Petkov, the executed leader of 
the free forces of Bulgaria. Call up General Bor Komorow- 
ski and Stanislaw Mikolajczyk the great exiled leaders of 
Poland who gladly brushed elbows with death to escape 
from tyranny. All these are our witnesses. 

Call up the athletes who came out from behind the iron 
curtain to compete in the Olympics only last month and 
refused to go home. Call up Oksana Kasenkina, the Rus- 
sian school teacher. She was picked by the secret police to 
come to our country to teach the children of Soviet dip- 
lomats. She could not even understand the language of our 
country, but in her heart she came to understand America. 
And when she jumped to death or freedom from the win- 
dow of her diplomatic prison, she gave her testimony. That 
was the day—the very same tragic day—that the Ameri- 
can people were told that the exposure of communism in 
our own Government is a “red herring.” 

With mankind as our witness this is no time for doubting 
the rightness of free governments. This is a time—above 
all times—for a great American affirmation. Our faith re- 
affirmed holds our destiny and the hope of all the world. 

As we look around us we can count our blessings and be 
humbly proud and grateful we are Americans. 

Our fathers came from an old world in which few men 
knew the meaning of liberty. Yet they dared to found a 


nation and stake its future on their belief in what men 
could do if only they were free. The America of today is 
the living, towering symbol of the eternal rightness of that 
faith. 

We've sometimes fallen short, we’ve sometimes failed, 
but in our hearts we believe and know that every man and 
woman and child has something of the Divine in him, that 
every single individual is of priceless importance and that 
free men against whatever odds have an unbeatable quality. 
That faith is my faith. It’s the faith of our people. It’s 
the faith in which we will go forward. 

Never let anyone tell you that America’s unfinished job 
is too big. Never let anyone tell you that we can meet our 
problems in this country only by surrendering to the devices 
borrowed from the police states. The free system is the 
only one where we can make a mistake and have a heaven- 
sent opportunity to cure it. It’s the only one where oppor- 
tunity always exists to inprove. The free system is the only 
one where men can freely change their governments by 
peaceful means. This land of ours, almost alone in all the 
world, is still the place where youth—where every young 
man and every young woman—is free to plan for the future 
and to make their dreams come true. 


PROGRAM OF ACTION 


As a nation we're troubled today by many problems and 
we must remove many fears. We're troubled by high prices 
and we must end the maladjustments which cause them. 
We need more homes for our people. We must widen the 
opportunities for our youth. We must increase the security 
for our older people. We must protect our enterprise sys- 
tem from monopoly, while encouraging free and fuller pro- 
duction for the benefit of all our citizens. We must, and 
we will, maintain support prices so our farmers can go 
ahead confidently with full production of the food our grow- 
ing nation needs. We must, and we will, preserve the gains 
of labor so that its confidence and production will grow 
and flourish, We must work against intolerance and big- 
otry, against racial and religious discrimination. Above all 
we must confidently face the immense labor of making peace 
in this world and act wisely and with courage to achieve it. 

As I make specific proposals dealing with these problems 
of ours in the course of this campaign, they will not be the 
product of any wishful thinking. I have no trick answers 
and no easy solutions. I will not offer one solution to one 
group and another solution to another group. 

The American people have a right to expect honest an- 
swers and I propose to give them. The specific proposals 
I will make as this campaign goes along will not be born 
of fear—and I may add there will be no threats in any of 
them. They will come from my own deep faith in America. 
They will not set faction against faction or group against 
group. They will aim to join us together as a whole people 
in a more perfect union. 

As we go on from here together, we shall know that our 
advance is carrying us into unexplored territory—on into 
the atomic age. Man has, at last, begun to tap the powers 
of the universe. We can do much, we Americans, to see 
that this new age is not one of catastrophe, but one of un- 
imagined promise and achievements. That is our purpose. 
That is the measure of our opportunity. For such a future 
let us summon new wisdom, new courage and a new vision. 
Let us say, as one people: We welcome the challenge of 
tomorrow. 

Let us go forward into this future as courageous, united 
Americans, bound together by an invincible faith that liberty 
and justice under God, is the most precious thing on earth. 
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Tell the People Who We Are 


SIGNIFICANCE OF SOUTHERN TRIP 
By HENRY A. WALLACE, Progressive Candidate for President of the United States 
Delivered at Progressive Party Rally, New York, N. Y., September 10, 1948 


who are here tonight. I said then as I say tonight 

that peace is the basic issue of the 1948 election cam- 
paign. I say now that the first job of national defense: the 
most important job in maintaining the peace is the job of 
conquering hate here at home, the job of protecting the civil 
rights of all Americans. 


This is a great American meeting. 


It is a meeting in the best American tradition—a meeting 
of men and women of all races, of all creeds. 


Last week—in smaller gatherings—we proved that such 
meetings can be held in the much-maligned Southern states. 
We proved that such meetings—meetings of all the people— 
can be held wherever men respect the Constitution of the 
United States; and wherever they respect the Christian 
principles of brotherhood on which so much of our modern 
civilization has been built. 

The news reported from the South last week was news 
of eggs and tomatoes. It was news of violence and threats 
of violence. 

And there were eggs. And there were tomatoes. 
there was violence and there were threats of violence. 

Yes, and there were the ugly spewings of hate and preju- 
dice; and the sad sight of men and women and children 
whose faces were contorted with hate. 


UST two years ago I spoke to many thousands of you 


And 


Trip SOUTH 


But the significance of our trip south was not the dra- 
matic proof that there are seeds of violence and fascism 
and deep prejudice in the Southern states. The significance 
was not in proving what is known. 

No. The significance of our Southern trip lies in the 
two dozen completely unsegregated, peaceful meetings which 
we were able to hold. 

The significance lies in those meetings in Virginia, North 
Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Tennessee 
which were held—even as this meeting tonight—in the best 
American tradition. 


We held such meetings by insisting on our American 
rights to freely assemble and freely speak. 

And if there is one message above all other messages 
which I bring you as a result of that Southern tiip, it is 
this: Fear is a product of inactivity and the greatest remedy 
for fear is to stand up and fight for your rights. 

In. the course of private and public life I have traveled 
many places. I have experienced many fields. I have had a 
wide variety of emotional experiences. But I have never 
had such deeply moving experiences as those of the first 
week of September, 1948, when I traveled South to cam- 
paign for peace. 

I had seen the victims of mass prejudice in a DP camp. 


I had seen and felt—as any decent human being must 
feel—for the Jewish orphans interned in Italy. 


I had visited foreign lands—Latin America, China and 


many parts of Europe, and had my heart go out to victims 
of oppression. 

I have deplored and felt that I truly understood the plight 
of workers who have faced picket line violence. 


Founp Fascism 


I had been South before—many times—and I thought | 
understood the plight of our Negro citizens. 


But I discovered last week that my understanding was 
only the limited understanding; the sympathetic feeling of 
a friend for a man who is afflicted. 

To me fascism is no longer a second-hand experience— 
a motion picture, a photograph or the deeply moving words 
of a great writer. 


It is no longer a mere definition of an economic and 
political system in which freedom is stifled by private power ; 
in which prejudices are bred and nourished; in which man 


is set against man for the profit of powerful and greedy 
forces. 





No, fascism has become an ugly reality—a reality which 
I have tasted. 

I have tasted it neither so fully nor so bitterly as millions 
of others. But I have tasted it. 


And in tasting it I have reinforced my solemn resolution 
to fight it wherever and whenever it appears so long as | 
live. 

Last week—when I had a chance to live—to live very 
briefly and relatively mildly—the kind of life which mil- 
lions of Americans live every waking hour, last week | 
learned what prejudice and hatred can mean. I learned to 
know the face of violence, although I was spared the full 
force of violence. I saw the ugly reality of how hate and 
prejudice can warp good men and women; turn Christian 
gentlemen into raving beasts; turn good mothers and wives 
into jezebels. 

I didn’t like that part of what I saw. I didn’t like to 
see men and women fall victims to the catchwords of 
prejudice and the slogans of hate, even as the poor people 
of Germany were victimized by the catchwords and slogans 
of Hitler and Streicher. 


Hate MonGers IN ACTION 


I saw how a few hate mongers carefully placed in a 
crowd of decent folks can set off a dangerous spark. 

I saw a young college student—a Progressive party 
worker—who was severely cut across his chest and arms 
by the agents of hate. 

I was a passenger in the car of a prominent businessman 
in a Southern city as he raced down dark streets and alleys 
to elude all who might be following us, so that he could 
take me, unknown to anyone else, to his home for dinner. 

He was a courageous man. The precautions he took 
were necessary. His business in that Southern town would 
have been ruined, if it were known that a candidate for the 
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Presidency, a former Vice President, was having dinner 
at his home. 

I saw an irate landlord rouse a quiet neighborhood where 
I had gone quietly to rest and work on a radio speech at 
the apartment of a young couple. 


I saw how fear is bred and perpetuated and capitalized— 
and I didn’t like it. 


Mer Courace TuHat Brincs Hope 


But I also saw the kind of courage; the kind of real, 
deep human fighting spirit which promises a new day for 
the South and for the world. 

I saw men and women, white and Negro, who have been 
leading the fight against hate and prejudice and intolerance 
in the South. 

I saw them standing up and fighting for the very founda- 
tions of our American way of life—standing up to all kinds 
of intimidation. And from them radiates a contagious spirit ; 
the same kind of spirit of resistance which stopped the 
armies of Adolf Hitler in half a dozen European countries. 

| heard Clark Foreman say so truthfully that “Down 
here, to believe in the Constitution means you are auto- 
matically called a Communist”; and I heard a young col- 
lege student, a veteran, add: “It’s like General Carlson 
said, “To be called a Red here is a badge of honor.’ ” 

I am confident that their spirit—the spirit of the pro- 
gressive Southerners—will triumph in the South. I am 
hopeful that our trip helped to build their forces; helped 
rally new strength; helped along the movement which will 
free the South. Rich in resources—proud and courageous, 
the South must be—and will be—freed from the shackles 
in which it has been held by huge corporations with head- 
quarters only four miles south of here—not in Virginia, 
not in Tennessee, but in Wall Street. 


“STEEL Keeps PrEopLe Divipep” 


The free South and the feudal South live side by side in 
the State of Alabama. In one day we received courteous 
receptions and held free meetings in the best American 
tradition in Decatur and Huntsville and Gunthersville in 
the great TVA area; and on the same day we could not 
hold meetings in Gadsden and Birmingham and Bessemer, 
cities which are dominated by Northern-owned steel cor- 
porations. We did not hold meetings because the police in- 
sisted on dividing Americans by the color of their skins. 
We did not hold meetings because the constitutional right 
to freely assemble and speak. was denied by the police au- 
thorities of those company towns, 

Here—in Alabama—in a single day, we saw the eco- 
nomic basis of hate and segregation. 

In the steel towns it is profitable to keep labor divided. 

North against South, race against race, farmer against 
worker—the profits of the men who own the South are 
multiplied by keeping the people divided. 

But their days are numbered. 

The good people of the South have learned their scrip- 
tures. ‘They know the fundamental Christian doctrine of 
the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. They 
know that “God hath made of one blood all the nations 
to dwell upon the face of the earth.” They’ know that we 
are all members, one of another. Just as surely as men 
everywhere, they want the Kingdom of Heaven here on 
earth; and they are not going to be stopped any longer by 
those who spew hate. 


It is the owners of the mines and mills, the great planta- 
tions, and newspapers who incite violence. 


“Owners Don’t Ficut, But INFLAME” 


They don’t personally engage in lynching either free 
speech or human beings, just as they don’t personally en- 
gage in fighting the wars from which they profit. 

But they inflame the passions of others. They have had 
others do their dirty work. But the ranks of new recruits 
for their dirty work are narrowing as more and more men 
and women of the South see how they have been victimized 
by prejudice—as they see how it has profited the few, 
and brought misery for themselves and their neighbors. 

And the workers and farmers and independent business- 
men of the South are turning from the false leadership of 
those who have been styled “Southern liberals’—they are 
turning from those who have preached the tolerance of in- 
tolerance, tolerance of segregation; tolerance of murderous 
Jim. Crow. They are learning that such men are only 
slightly to the left of Hitler and Rankin. 

They are learning that no man can believe in both segre- 
gation and democracy. 

In a radio interview the editor of an Arkansas paper 
asked me about FEPC. He wanted to know if I would 
interfere with the right of men to choose their own asso- 
ciates. And I replied that I considered that a most im- 
portant right. I replied that it was precisely my devotion 
to that right that leads me to fight segregation—segrega- 
tion which deprives both white and Negro from freely 
choosing their own associates. 

I told this same man; this same champion of segregation 
that while I knew we couldn’t legislate love, we most cer- 
tainly could and will legislate against the acts of hate. 


PLEDGE To Cut CONGRESS 


Throughout the South we spoke for the full protection 
of all citizens under the Constitution of the United States. 
Tonight, I want to call upon the candidates of the Repub- 
lican and Democratic parties to pledge with me that who- 
soever shall be elected, he will enforce the second section 
of the Fourteenth Amendment no less than the other pro- 
visions of the Constitution. That section of our Constitu- 
tion calls for the reduction of the number of Congressmen 
for each state where the right to vote is abridged. 

In 1946 the votes cast to elect fourteen Congressmen 
from Louisiana and Mississippi were less than the votes 
cast in the Twenty-fifth Congressional District here in 
New York. 

John Rankin and thirteen others, all together, received 
less votes than are cast here in the Twenty-fifth District. 

That is not only unfair to the people of New York’s 
Twenty-fifth District; it is grossly unfair to the people of 
the Southern states whose freedom has been limited by the 
failure of the Congress to enforce the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment. 

If every Congressional candidate, if each of the Presi- 
dential candidates will take a pledge to secure constitutional 
reapportionment on the basis of the next census, I predict 
that we shall see an end to the many hindrances to free 
suffrage in the South. 

We pledge ourselves to enforce this constitutional right. 


“Proup oF Our ENEMIES” 


In pledging to live by the Constitution, we have earned 
enemies. And we are proud of our enemies. 
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The men who stand for Jim Crow. 

The men who stand for Taft-Hartley. 

The men who support fascists in Greece and China. 

The men who prefer an atmosphere of war, because they 
profit by it. 

The men who hated Franklin Roosevelt and the New 
Deal and who now find their unity in hatred for the Pro- 
gressive party. 

These men, Republicans and Democrats bound together 
by hate, are using every mechanism which bipartisan fear 
can suggest to defeat congressional candidates who stand 
for peace. 


The Democrats, the Republicans, and the self-styled 
Liberals have joined hands to support single candidates 
against the candidates of the Progressive party; against 
candidates of the American Labor party. 

They have joined hands in their bipartisan wrath against 
two men with the best liberal and labor voting records in 
the Congress of the United States. 


They have honored—these corrupt and dangerous men— 
they have honored two real servants of the people, Vito 
Marcantonio and Leo Isacson. They have honored Lec 
Isacson with a single opponent. They have honored Vito 
Marcantonio with a joint campaign of vituperation and 
hate. 


They are afraid of our strength. They saw what the 
people could do last February when they sent Leo Isacson 
to the Congress. 


They have seen, time and again, the devotion of Vito 
Marcantonio’s constituents to that dynamic champion of 
progressive principles. They have reason for their fear— 
and though they have combined their resources and efforts, 
we shall lick them on election day and return Vito Marc- 
antonio and Leo Isacson to the Congress. 


BIpARTISANS New ALLIES 


It is with great sadness that I note that the bipartisans 
have some new allies; fearful men who call themselves 
liberals and leaders of labor; men who cry out against Wall 
Street running the country and then ask workers to give 
dollar bills to keep President Truman and his Wall Street 
gang in Washington. 

I say such action, such double talk, such duplicity is 
shameful, immoral, and corrupt. 

These illiberal liberals; these labor leaders who fight 
monopoly with words, but whose actions support the candi- 
dates of monopoly, these men make possible the Truman 
double talk. They make it possible for Truman to con- 
demn Taft-Hartley while using it to destroy unions and 
the Wagner Act; to call for civil rights, while maintaining 
segregation in the Armed Forces and conducting loyalty 
purges; to call for price controls after killing them; to call 
for peace, while preparing for war. 

The surest proof that we of the Progressive party are 
not impractical in our politics is in the alliances of hate 
which have been formed against us. 

Some of the liberals, some of the Pied Pipers of labor 
will tell us that they have compromised because Roosevelt 
compromised ; but they slander a great man when they draw 
that comparison. 


Roosevelt, by the deftest political maneuvering in all 
history, made many a political deal, but always advancing 
the cause of the common man. 


Not For SALE 


The men who are bargaining with corruption today hope 
for no gains, no advancements. They are bargaining to 
minimize losses. They are fearful men. They are men who 
might well heed the lesson that the only cure for fear is to 
stand up and fight for right. 


The bipartisans have learned that the Progressives are 
not for sale. They have found out—through their leading 
agent in New York City, Mayor O’Dwyer, that the party 
in which Fiorello LaGuardia was proud to enroll himself 
is not for sale. 


Bill O’Dwyer found it out when he tried with his fanci- 
est offers to get John Rogge to quit the race for the surro- 
gate’s bench. Bill O’Dwyer heard Vito Marcantonio say 
“no.” He heard John Rogge say “no.”’ And he knows that 
John Rogge will conduct the kind of dynamic, fighting 
campaign against corruption which he himself should have 
fought against Tammany. 

O’Dwyer, who has Trumanized his local administration 
by serving the same interests as the Republicans, by pitting 
police against strikers, by fighting inflation with increased 
subway fares, by invoking local loyalty orders; Bill O’ Dwyer 
- found that Progressives know double-talk when they 

ear it. 


As President Truman has demonstrated that he could 
not fill the shoes of Roosevelt; so Mayor O'Dwyer has 
shown that he cannot fill the shoes of LaGuardia. 


NAME CALLING DISCOUNTED 


Yes, our “no sale” sign has earned us many names. But 
it does not matter if they call us red or black, if they lie 
about us or egg us or stone us. We will not join the Re- 
publican-Democratic poker match which governs out of the 
backroom—from the bottom of the deck. 


The shop-worn, the discredited, the cheap political trick- 
sters have joined with those who all their lives have prac- 
ticed black reaction. They have set up one camp, though 
there are many banners. 


And what are they joined against? What are we that 
they should forget old feuds to fight against us? 

We are those who stand against the course which leads 
to war. 

We are those who would take from the hands of monop- 
oly the power to say who shall starve and who shall feast. 
We are those who protest a policy toward minority groups 
that is administered by a policeman’s nightstick. We are 
those who feel attacked whenever the color of man’s skin 
or the color of his political beliefs is the official excuse for 
brutality, whether in Mississippi or in Harlem, whether at 
home or abroad. 


We must go now into every building of this city, into 
every suburban home, onto every street corner. We must 
tell the people who we are. We will stand up and take the 
jeers of hirelings. 


We must work—we will work, so that on Nov. 2, Amer- 
icans can clearly choose. 
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T is an opportunity and a privilege for me as spokesman 
for democratic socialism and candidate for President 
to address the representatives of a great labor union. 
The modern labor movement has reason for pride and con- 
fidence. Organizationally, it has been the major force in 
rescuing the workers from the horrors of the early days of 
the industrial revolution by tactics essentially non-violent. 
It has done more for true freedom and the dignity of the 


individual than most political states by the terrible violence 
ot war. 


The major functions of a sound labor union are economics. 
‘They are concerned with the protection of the interests of 
workers as workers in industries where they have been 
hands and should be citizens. The functions of labor unions 
will necessarily change as society moves farther and farther 
from the old laissez faire economy. Yet even in a socialist 
commonwealth there will be a necessary place for labor 
organizations to represent the peculiar and continuing in- 
terests of workers in the industries in which they are em- 
} loved. 

Recent history, under the black fascism of Nazi Germany 
and the red fascism of the Soviet Union, illustrates the 
absolute necessity that labor unions shall be free, that is, 
not the tools and creatures of a police state. Russian labor 
unions today are worse than any company unions in 
America in their subjection to the iron dictatorship which 
has established its own brand of state capitalism. When I 
say that labor unions must be free I do not mean that in 
our complex society each union can be an absolute law to 
itself. All social organizations have social responsibilities. 
‘The preservation of democracy within labor unions, and in 
relations of labor unions to one another and to society in 
vyeneral, is a social concern. 

When American labor enthusiastically accepted the bene- 
fits of the Wagner Act it admitted the principle of the right 
sort of state intervention in the field of labor relations. The 
objections to the Taft-Hartley Law which the Socialist 
party has expressed are not based on the conviction that a 
democratic government should have no power at all in the 
field of labor legislation, but rather that the act by its 
complexities and the extent of its interference with collec- 
tive bargaining is provocative of industrial strife and poten- 
tially dangerous to the development of free and democratic 
unionism, 

The argument has been well stated not only by Socialists 
but by a Republican like Senator Wayne Morse and so 
disinterested an organization as the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 

The Taft-Hartley Law is typical of a mass of legislation, 
some of it good and some bad, which of necessity puts labor 
into politics. 

Unions are indispensable in their field but they are not 
a single and sufficient type of social organization. They 
would lose much of their value if they should undertake of 
themselves to act as a political party. A healthy program of 


Appraisal of Political Parties 


UNIONS WILL LOSE VALUE IF THEY ACT AS POLITICAL PARTY 
By NORMAN THOMAS, Socialist Candidate for President of the United States 


Delivered before the Administrative Council of the Mechanics Educational Society of America, Buffalo, New York, 
September 19, 1948 


action for the workers with hand or brain in America re- 
quires organization of unions of the workers as producers 
and of cooperatives to serve them as consumers. Such co- 
operatives are of immense and continuing value not only for 
the present needs of their members but as pioneers of a new 
and better social order. 

But farmers and workers are citizens as well as pro- 
ducers and consumers, with a tremendous stake in peace and 
all the problems of domestic well-being in which the modern 
state is so deeply involved. America needs stronger and 
more democratic labor unions; it needs a further growth of 
cooperatives; but even more urgently it needs what is today 
lacking, a great mass electoral party, a people’s party, 
definitely concerned with winning plenty, peace and free- 
dom, not for one class or one race or even one nation, but 
for mankind. The organization and nature of such a parcy 
are legitimately the concern of labor unions. 


CANADIAN CCF HeEtp Moper 


The model most suitable for the United States is the 
Canadian party called the Cooperative Commonwealth Fed- 
eration. 1 prefer its type of organization to the British 
Labor party because, while it is indorsed and supported by 
labor unions, it is not controlled by bloc voting of the mem- 
bers of great unions whose votes are cast by their leaders. 


In the United States a labor party treated as the personal 
property of outstanding labor leaders would not win great 
popular support and might actually retard the true progress 
of the workers. As it is, the growing tendency of powerful 
labor leaders, especially in the CIO, to enforce their par- 
ticular political strategy upon a rank and file that they have 
never fairly consulted is very disquieting. 

Ever since 1922 the Socialist Party has been committed 
to give electoral support to the right sort of a popular or 
farmer-labor party. Since the end of World War II we 
have quietly but diligently sought to promote the organiza- 
tion of a party like the CCF in the United States. Labor 
and the more progressive farm organizations weren’t inter- 
ested in the idea or sought to postpone it to an indefinite 
future. Hence it happens that, at a time when peace and 
prosperity and freedom are peculiarly at stake in an election, 
labor and the people generally have no mass party of their 
own actively and intelligently concerned in planning for 
plenty, peace and freedom for all. 

It is for that reason that the Socialist Party presents itself 
in confidence that the quality of its campaign and the size 
of its vote are immensely more important to the masses of 
the people than any differences between the Republican and 
Democratic parties. We wish well to any efforts after 
November 3rd made by Walter Reuther or anybody else 
to organize the right sort of people’s party, but it is to fly 
in the face of common sense to believe that the same men 
who publicly or privately were caustic critics of President 
Truman on July 4th, and his nominal supporters on Labor 
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Day, can or will lead their bewildered but docile followers 
into any strong intelligent political grouping the day or the 
year after the election. Not unless the rank and file of the 
people have spoken. And they can speak most effectively 
in the size of the Socialist ‘vote. 


WASTED VoTE AN “ILLUSION” 


This argument runs head-on into the curious American 
illusion that a Socialist vote is a vote thrown away. Men 
and women who confidently believe that Socialism as a 
third force is the hope of Europe, men and women who in 
a vague way think of themselves as Socialist in America, 
still reject the notion of voting the Socialist ticket as im- 
practical. 


Since about the middle of Roosevelt’s first term, most of 
them have thrown themselves behind the Democratic party. 
What has been their reward? A cessation of progressive 
legislation since early in 1937; a tragic mishandling of the 
problem of proper peace settlements; and in general the 
dangerously confused leadership of Harry $. Truman. Yes, 
and part of their reward has been Communist success in 
organizing behind Henry Wallace the discontents and as- 
pirations of large sections of American youth. Rarely has a 
“practical” program paid poorer dividends. 

One result is that probably a considerable minority of 
workers, despite the Taft-Hartley Act, will vote Republi- 
can. It is therefore necessary to include the Republican 
party in a brief analysis of the vehicles for political action 
available to American voters in 1948. Such an analysis may 
tend to overemphasize differences between the Republicans 
and the Democrats. Hence, once more I warn you that 
basically the two old parties have similar programs and pro- 
fess identical belief in the glories of “free enterprise.” The 
differences within each party are more important than the 
differences between them. 


THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 


The Republican party is somewhat more enthusiastically 
pro-capitalist than the Democratic. It is more definitely 
the party of business, especially big business. By a curious 
reversal of history, it is more of a states’ rights party than 
the Democratic, especially now that the Dixiecrats have 
broken the Solid South. 


Governor Dewey, the Republican Presidential nominee, 
is a very ambitious opportunist, a competent administrator 
who emphatically is a crusader for no cause and has shown 
no greatness such as the times demand. He is somewhat 
remarkable in American politics because of his success in 
proving that to influence people you do not have to win 
friends. He has no such mass of loyal personal followers 


as Al Smith, Franklin Roosevelt or Wendell Willkie. 


But he is too intelligent an opportunist to be hopelessly 
reactionary and it is an abuse of language to call him or 
his party Fascist. As a matter of fact no Democratic Gov- 
ernor in any state can point to anything like the FEPC law 
or the Law Against Discrimination in Education which 
Governor Dewey finally decided to put through his docile 
Legislature. It is doubtful whether the Governor would 
be as much dazzled in foreign affairs by the light which 
shines on and from the high brass as is President Truman. 

In any case, the election of Governor Dewey is a near 
certainty and the practical thing to do, if you don’t like the 
prospect, is to pile up, not just a vague and scattered pro- 
test vote, but a vote for an idea and a program which will 


have significance for popular education and for its pressure 
on the Government in Washington. 


THe Democratic PARTY 


If the Democratic party or Harry Truman offered any-: 
thing of the sort, I might admire labor leaders who would 
follow the Democratic banner as to a crusade. As a matter 
of fact, anyone who would follow Mr. Truman’s banner 
must be prepared like Stephen Leacock’s hero to ride away 
rapidly in all directions, so confused and inconsistent has 
been his course. 


I could make my case against the Democratic leadership 
by quoting Leon Henderson of ADA, Walter Reuther of 
the UAW, A. L. Whitney of the Railway Trainmen and 
others of those who have discovered for reasons that they 
cannot make plain that now they must follow the man 
whom so recently they criticized so severely. 

Let us give credit where credit is due. Mr. Truman is 
showing an admirable political courage. This graduate of 
the Pendergast school of practical politics, who is still loyal 
to his alma mater, has acquired, partly from political neces- 
sity, a certain liberalism of intention. He has backed the 
report of his Civil Rights Commission even although he has 
not done the things he could have done with the power he 
already has to carry out its recommendations. But he is 
still bound to the Democratic party which has not been 
purged merely by the open defection of the Dixiecrats. 

That party nominally dominated the Seventy-ninth Con- 
gress which had as bad a record as the Eightieth. It pro- 
duced in the Eightieth Congress no great minority leader- 
ship. The majority of the Democrats in Congress voted for 
the Taft-Hartley Act and tax reduction in behalf of the 
rich. Substantial minorities cooperated cheerfully with the 
Republicans in all their sins of omission and commission. 

Henry Wallace taunts the President with not daring ac- 
tively to oppose important Democrats who voted to over- 
ride his veto messages. Under the conditions of American 
politics, the President cannot try to purge his own party in 
the midst of a campaign. 

What makes Mr. Truman an incompetent and unsafe 
leader in times like these is his confusion. 

He finally vetoed the Taft-Hartley Act but he had pre- 
viously almost jammed through Congress a worse law to 
draft labor in time of strike. Against that brain child of 
the President there were only thirteen negative votes in the 
House of Representatives to which Sidney Hillman boasted 
that labor, through PAC, had elected eighty-five Demo- 
cratic Congressmen. 

The President takes credit for our present inflationary 
prosperity but denounces inflation. He asks more power to 
curb inflation, having failed to use the power he has had. 

He indiscriminately denounces all discussion of a possible 
spy menace as merely drawing a red herring across the 
political trail, yet he is responsible for very unsatisfactory 
and arbitrary loyalty inquiries within executive departments, 
and his Department of Justice brought about the indictment 
under a mischievous law of twelve leading Communists 
solely for the crime of being Communists, potentially a 
worse blow to civil liberty than anything done under the 
objectionable methods of the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee. 


Poricies ON STALIN “MIXED” 


In foreign affairs he has hopelessly mixed policies of ap- 
peasing and defying Stalin. He didn’t even know that 
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Byrnes and Wallace, both members of his Cabinet, were 
talking different languages on the Russian issue, until it 
was diagrammed to him. He gravely impaired American 
leadership by his contradictory policies on the Palestine issue. 

Perhaps worst of all, the President turns over his sup- 
posedly liberal policies to administrators chosen predomi- 
nantly from the ranks of the high brass, Missouri politicians 
and Wall Street operators. 

This story could be indefinitely prolonged. I have said 
enough to show the tragic bankruptcy of liberals and labor 
leaders who must invest their energies in the Democratic 
party under the leadership of Truman and Barkley. 

Before this audience it is not necessary to discuss the 
Dixiecrats at length. Under guise of supporting states’ 
rights they stand for a racism that disgraces America and 
impairs American leadership for righteousness throughout 
the world. Even worse than the avowed Dixiecrats are the 
Democrats who in Louisiana have presumed to replace the 
duly nominated candidates of the Democratic party by their 
Dixiecrat opponents. This is state’s right at its worst. It 
vividly illustrates the danger of the whole electoral college 
system. 

It points up my warnings of the last twenty years that 
our undemocratic system of electing a President may yet 
jeopardize both democracy and public order. Once more I 
demand a Constitutional amendment providing for a fair, 
popular election of a President under uniform ballot laws 
which will give minority parties a reasonable opportunity. 

It is today the Democratic leaders in the South who are 
the victims of unfair laws, yet, out of my long experience, 
I can testify that it has been the Democratic leaders who 
have been most responsible for trying to monopolize the 
ballot for the old parties. 

It was, for instance, former Senator Mead of this city, 
Buffalo, candidate in 1946 for Governor on the Democratic 
ticket, and Herbert Lehman, candidate for Senator—both 
of them liberal Democrats—who allowed or encouraged 
their party to throw off the New York ballot all minor 
parties which did not endorse them, or, like the Commu- 
nists, withdraw their candidates against them. This they 
did by a contemptible legal trick quite on a par with some 
of the tricks being used this year against both the Demo- 
crats and the Progressives. 


THE PROGRESSIVE PARTY 


So in our brief review of political parties of 1948 we 
come to the creation of Henry Wallace and the Commu- 
nists, the Progressive party. Here again, let us give credit 
where credit is due. With many of the planks of the Pro- 
gressive party, taken each by itself, we Socialists would 
agree. We believe that a lot of good intentions are invested 
in the Progressive party by well-meaning people who are 
not Communists. We admire the courage and social sig- 
nificance of Henry Wallace’s Southern tour. His present 
militant stand for fraternity between races may go far to 
bring him forgiveness for the fact attested by Negro lead- 
ers that as Secretary of Agriculture and later as Secretary 
of Commerce he lagged behind the better of his colleagues 
in serving the cause of racial equality and abolishing segre- 
gation. 

I and others have repeatedly told the story of Mr. Wal- 
lace’s. shameful mishandling of the problem of sharecrop- 
pers and fieldhands, the poorest of Americans, when he was 
Secretary of Agriculture. It is noteworthy that neither he 


nor any of his supporters, in speech or in print, has tried to 
answer my charges or to defend his record at this point. 
When organizers for the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, 
now the National Farm Labor Union, myself on one occa- 
sion among them, were threatened by mobs of planters and 
riding bosses armed with something far worse than eggs. 
Mr. Wallace kept a profound silence. 

I must confess also to an excusable irritation at reading 
Henry Wallace’s boasts that he, a Presidential candidate, 
for the first time appeared on a picket line, or that he, for 
the first time, held nonsegregated meetings in a political 
campaign in the South. We Socialists have repeatedly done 
that very thing without, perhaps unfortunately, the pub- 
licity Mr. Wallace has received. 

The Progressive domestic program is a curious thing. It 
is a collection of specific reforms calculated to please specific 
groups without any principle of correlation and with many 
internal contradictions. It calls for a degree of nationaliza- 
tion not properly specified and makes no provision at all for 
democratic control. This curious jumble of reforms was 
drawn up by Communists who are extreme collectivists in 
order to catch votes and presumably to satisfy Mr. Wallace, 
who has called himself a “progressive Tory” or a “progres- 


sive capitalist,” without being able to define the term satis- 
factorily. 


’ 


“Brine” To SOUTH 


Whatever his personal program, it permitted him to offer 
an amazingly demagogic billion dollar bribe to the South, 
the money apparently to be used to establish little industries 
by taxing absentee owners, especially if they lived in the 
North. It is a completely unworkable plan under any kind 
of economics, capitalist or Socialist. 

Nevertheless, I should be tempted to overlook Mr. Wal- 
lace’s past, excuse the imperfections of his domestic plat- 
form, and join the good people who are backing his effort 
to form a new party if the evidence did not clearly show 
that with his half unwilling compliance his party is domi- 
nated by the Communists who, as they have boasted, were 
its master builders, and has drawn up a foreign policy for 
America which might have been dictated by Stalin. 

It is the foreign policy that counts. As a reporter of three 
conventions, including the Progressive, I was a witness to 
the way in which the Communist leadership successfully 
fought even the mild statement that the Progressive party 
did not give “blanket endorsement to the foreign policy of 
any power.” Under the circumstances, the convention was 
giving blanket endorsement to the foreign policy of the ag- 
gressive Soviet dictatorship, the cruel masters of some ten 
million slaves, the men primarily responsible for the present 
cold war, the ruthless seekers after universal power. 

The amazing thing is that Henry Wallace should have 
persuaded himself and many of his followers that he, propa- 
gandist of World War II, ardent supporter of Yalta, Pots- 
dam and the Morgenthau Plan, apologist for all Stalin’s 
crimes, including the displacement of more millions than 
Hitler had time to displace, preacher of abject appeasement, 
should be hailed as an apostle of peace. At best his program 
would sacrifice decency in Europe, not to true peace, but to 
a mere postponement of atomic war. 

I, who say this, do not believe that war is inevitable. In 
behalf of my party, I have repeatedly presented a program 
far more likely to lead to peace than the militarism of Harry 
Truman or the appeasement of Henry Wallace. But peace 
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can never be achieved or maintained by submission to the 
mightiest tyranny which has ever appeared on this earth. 


Soviet TYRANNICAL “CuRSE” 


I am well aware that some perhaps even in this audience 
will resent my criticism of the Soviet Union as the mightiest 
tyranny that has yet cursed this earth, not a fulfillment, but 
a betrayal of socialism. The significant fact is that neither 
Henry Wallace himself nor any of his followers will de- 
bate me on this or any other issue, or will deny any of the 
facts about slavery and economic inequality in Russia, upon 
which facts I have been compelled sorrowfully to reach my 
present judgment. 


SOcIALIST PARTY 


In this negative analysis of other parties lies proof of the 
necessity of a vigorous Socialist campaign. Yet I should 
rather put that proof in positive terms. Democratic Social- 
ism presents the world’s one hope. The sickness of man- 
kind is beyond cure by an aggression of particular legislative 
reforms. It requires a new approach to life and our prob- 
lems. We shall not achieve peace or plenty or freedom 
until we proclaim them as our highest good. They are not 
by-products of the pursuit of private profit or national gain 
and glory. 

Freedom is good and so is enterprise, but free enterprise, 
a$ descriptive of what the American economy is or ought 
to be, is a ridiculous lie. There is today no self-regulating 
market economy, nor can there be. The population of the 
world, which in certain areas is increasing as if by an ex- 
plosion, faces progressively a malnutrition approaching star- 
vation. Read a book like William Vogt’s “Road to Survival” 
and see how gloomy is the prospect for mankind. 

I hope that there are possibilities that Mr. Vogt does not 
discuss for greatly increasing food supplies. But conserva- 
tion of soil, the restoration of soil where possible, the im- 
provement of agricultural production, the development of 
water farming in which by-products of atomic energy may 
help us produce food, and any voluntary limitation of popu- 
lation, all require planning in terms of conscious devotion 
to the common good. 

The profit system is as unable to supply housing as food. 
Consider the humorous fact that the ablest of Republican 
conservatives, Senator Robert A. Taft, was driven by neces- 
sity to draw up a housing bill which his Democratic critic, 
President Truman, had to endorse, which bill is a denial 
of free enterprise. Despite all its inadequacies, which we 
Socialists have pointed out, it is what our orthodox fathers 
would have denounced as a socialistic measure. 


Links ALL PARTIES TO PLANNING 


The plain truth is that everybody believes in some degree 
of government planning. The Republican and Democratic 
platforms require planning. In the draft law Republicans 
and Democrats gave the President more unrestricted power, 
not only over the lives of men, but over certain mines and 
industries, than Socialists would have granted. This is plan- 
ning for war, or for the armament race whose logical end 
is war. 

So far has this sort of planning been pushed that our 
present uneasy inflationary prosperity is already the pros- 
perity of an arms economy. If by a blessed miracle we could 
immediately stop the race in armament there would be a 
panic in America. The only hope of the country would lie 





in Socialist planning for prosperity in peace, for the pro- 
duction of houses and schools and homes and other good 
things, instead of bombs and rockets and all the means of 
mass destruction. 

The planning that is absolutely necessary in our day and 
generation for the very life of mankind logically requires 
social ownership of what I like to call the commanding 
heights of our economic order, i.e., natural resources, the 
system of money, banking and credit, and the great monop- 
olistic and semi-monopolistic co1porations in which owner- 
ship has lost its functional usefulness of management. The 
managers should work for us and not for the profits of 
absentee owners. 

Under proper controls, this system would be more, not 
less, democratic than the present confusion. Men could be 
citizens of industry as well as in politics. The Post Office 
Department is not our model for the management of social- 
ized coal mines or steel mills. They should be run under 
public authorities, something like TVA except that on them 
consumers in general and the workers that invest their lives 
in the particular industry should have direct representation. 


Wipe CHALLENGE TO DEBATE 


I should like to challenge any responsible spokesmen for 
the old parties or the Progressives to debate my contention 
that only in a scheme of socialistic planning under demo- 
cratic controls is there hope of breaking the cycle of boom 
to bust and of curing the depression which so probably will 
haunt the days and nights of the next President unless per- 
haps it is postponed by the greater horror of war. 

In our emphasis on the immediate necessity of democratic 
socialism we have not overlooked the value now and for 
the future of the preservation and increase of civil liberty, 
the great extension of social security, the proper encourage- 
ment of agriculture, the type of taxation which should be 
used, and an adequate program for housing and for health. 
We ask you to study our platform, which can be had on 
application to the party office at 303 Fourth Avenue, New 
York 10, N. Y. 

Time fails me to speak at length of the all-important 
question of the best way to avert war while we seek to lay 
the foundations of a glorious city of abiding peace. I have 
discussed this matter in other speeches and shall refer to it 
again and again in this campaign. Essentially, peace re- 
quires the extension of the principle of cooperation which 
is basic in democratic socialism. Our immediate emphasis 
is On a necessary appeal for an end of the armament race 
with international guarantees of security. 

I am asking for universal, not unilateral, disarmament 
under effective controls by a reformed United Nations. On 
the response of the nations to that appeal I should largely 
base my foreign policy. 

These are the ideas and this is the program vital to the 
life of America and to its leadership toward any desirable 
federation of mankind. There is no better time than this 
political campaign to proclaim them. And I am here not 
just to make one more speech but to persuade you individu- 
ally to advance these ideas upon which all our hopes depend. 

I do not ask you as a governing body to dictate the poli- 
tics of any of your members. I do plead with you not only 
to vote Socialist but to think Socialist and to talk Socialist 
and so set in motion that mighty power of persuasion which 
some day, sooner perhaps than we think, will rouse the 
people like lions out of slumber to build their own trium- 
phant party as a necessary instrument for the winning of 
plenty and freedom and peace. 
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Democrats the 


HAVE just returned from the continent of Europe, 
where I have been attending an international confer- 
ence. ‘Though I was gone only three weeks, upon my 
return I found in the public press what are called “dire 
predictions.” The talk has been rife of third parties and 
fourth parties which were operating to defeat the Demo- 
cratic party in the coming election. I also heard that promi- 
nent people in a city situated on the Hudson River were 
busy putting together a new Cabinet, which would take 
over in Washington next January. 

I was greeted by the rumor that one prominent Repub- 
lican, who wishes to be Postmaster General or aspires to 
some other position in the Cabinet, had leased a commodi- 
ous residence in Washington for four years, for which he 
had paid in advance. 

All this talk and all these rumors were designed and 

calculated to convince some of the people of this country 
that the result of the election is what they call a “foregone 
conclusion.” : 
’ They want the Democrats to believe that they are licked 
before they start. At the same time, they do not want the 
Republicans to believe this is true because it might create 
overconfidence. 

‘This is what is called psychological warfare. If the Re- 
publican prognosticators can convince the Democrats of 
the nation that they are beaten before they start, then they 
calculate that the Republicans are as good as elected, and 
that they will have a lease on the Government for the next 
four years. 

I do not profess to be much of a poll taker, but I am 
confident | would not be presumptuous if I should ask a 
few questions on my own account. 


REPUBLICANS SCARED 


First, if the Republicans really believe they are going 
to win in November, why are they so scared now. For they 
are scared. 

Why are they spending and preparing to spend, and hav- 
ing spent for them, what appears to be the largest sum 
ever spent in a political campaign in the United States? 

I do not mean merely the Presidential and Vice Presi- 
dential tickets. I mean the whole ticket, including Senators, 
Congressmen and Governors, on down the line to the Sher- 
iff and the Town Aldermen. 

I was told by one Democratic member of Congress that 
in his opinion the total amount being spent from all sources 
to defeat him and to win that one seat for the Republicans 
would amount to somewhere in the neighborhood of a half 
million dollars. 

Be that as it may, I do know that the Democrats, neither 
in the nation nor in any local contest, have any such ex- 
orbitant funds to spend in this campaign, and in some in- 
stances find it difficult to hire a hall or a stadium or a bowl 
in which to speak on a single night, but that the Republi- 
cans are sufficiently supplied with money in some cases to 
hire a bowl not only for the night of the speaking but for a 
night in advance. 


Majority Party 


1948 ELECTION WILL BRING GREATEST TURNOUT OF VOTERS 


By ALBEN W. BARKLEY, United States Senator from Kentucky and 
Democratic Candidate for Vice President of the United States 


Delivered at a Labor Rally, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., September 18, 1948 


If our opponents really believe they are going to win and 
that it is all over but the shouting, why are they working 
so desperately and why are they frightened ? 

I may be pardoned if I suggest the answer. They are 
frightened because they know that they are the minority 
party in the United States. 

They know that if the people of this nation rise up in a 
body and march to the polls on the 2nd day of November, 
the Democratic party will retain the Presidency, will regain 
the Senate and House of Representatives and will be mov- 
ing into state houses and court houses across the length and 
breadth of this land. 


GOP “tHe Mrwnority Party” 


The Republican leaders know that they are the minority 
party. They know that they deserve to be the minority 
party because they represent a mirority of the people, whose 
spokesmen are the Grundys, and the Pews and the special 
interests. They know that they can win only when the 
people of the United States are asleep or are lulled into a 
false security by honeyed words or false and spurious issues. 

They boast of their unity and pretend to believe that some 
schism or group of schisms on the left or the right may have 
so undermined and weakened the core of the Democratic 
party that they can walk into power over its prostrate form. 

They are tremendously wrong. They know they are 
wrong, and that is why they are frightened over the re- 
sults of the coming election. 

There is a very good reason for this fright and worry 
which, if the truth were known, consumes the heart of Re- 
publican leadership. They know that if sixty million Ameri- 
cans go to the polls and vote this year, the Democratic party 
will be returned to power. 

They know that in past elections when people were stirred 
by the issues confronting them and went to the polls and 
voted in great numbers the Democratic party was victorious. 
They know that they captured control of the Eightieth 
Congress in 1946 only because millions of voters, confused 
by the issues growing out of the war, remained at home. 

They know that in this state of Pennsylvania they can be 
turned out of power by four and a half million votes. 

The American people will vote at the coming election in 
numbers larger than ever before. Tens of millions of Ameri- 
cans will exercise the right of suffrage because not since the 
black year of 1932 have they been faced with issues which 
so directly affected their immediate personal welfare. Mem- 
bers of labor unions will be among those who in unprece- 
dented numbers repair to their respective polling places 
and cast their votes. I knew this when I saw photographs 
of that ocean of faces which greeted President Truman 
when he opened his campaign in the city of Detroit. I know 
it today when I look into the faces of this great assemblage. 

Here we have a living example of labor unity. Men and 
women of the American Federation of Labor, members of 
the Railway Brotherhoods, men and women of the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations coming together for a com- 
mon purpose and a common cause is evidence of a unity 
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which gives heart and courage to the great mass of American 
citizens. 

Labor will vote in the coming election because it has seen 
its rights and privileges, fought for and obtained over the 
long stretch of the years, attacked and reduced by a Re- 
publican dominated Congress. 

Labor will vote because labor knows that only the pres- 
ence of a Democrat in the White House prevented the 
destruction of even more of its rights and privileges than 
they witnessed in the last two years. 

Farmers and their families likewise will vote as never 
before, stirred by fears of an inadequate and unsympathetic 
farm policy and Republican reaction. 


Wuite Coritar Group 


‘Teachers, office workers, ministers—all the millions of 
white collar workers—will exercise their right at the voting 
booths, stirred by the failure of the Republican Congress 
to heed their pleas for adequate housing, for some sort of 
control on skyrocketing prices which have made of them 
the most depressed class in the nation. 

Does anyone think that the housewife will refrain from 
the performance of her duty as a voter when she sees that 
month by month more and more of the family’s budget is 
required to fill her market basket? 

Recently someone called the Republican party the political 
arm of the National Association of Manufacturers. When 
one compares the legislative progress of this association with 
the progress of legislation completed by the recent Re- 
publican Congress, it is obvious that the comparison is not 
without merit. 

This organization conducted a $3 million advertising 
campaign to defeat all forms of price control. 

Many of you may remember these full-page advertisements. 

One of them asks housewives whether they would like to 
secure butter or a roast of beef. Then it went on to point 
out that price ceilings meant low production, that low pro- 
duction meant black markets and black markets meant 
needlessly high prices. As I now recall the situation, | 
have no doubt that many black marketeers would have 
been ashamed to ask the prices that in some cases are now 
required because of the inflationary spiral. 

Another one of these full-page advertisements promised 
that if price controls were permanently and completely dis- 
continued, production would rapidly mount through free 
competition and the prices would “adjust themselves to levels 
that consumers are willing to pay.” 

This promise was also reiterated on the floors of Congress 
by leaders of the Republican party. In spite of the pleadings 
of President Truman to retain some form of regulation and 
control of prices, the advertising campaign of the National 
Association of Manufacturers was successful and all price 
controls were eliminated. 

What was the result? 


ComPARES PRODUCTION AND PRICES 


Production did rise. Production is higher now than at 
the peak of the war. Our national productive capacity is 
working at the highest level in the entire history of the 
nation. But did prices “quickly adjust themselves to the 
levels that consumers are willing to pay?” 

I have no objection to men in the professions, in business 
or industry forming associations for all legal and legitimate 
purposes. What I do object to is the use of the power of 
such groups or organizations in controlling or attempting to 
control the economic or social policies of their government 
for selfish purposes. 

Over and over again, President Truman has asked for 


some semblance of control of high prices of essential goods 
which might be exercised if and when needed. Over and 
over again the leadership of the Eightieth Republican Con- 
gress refused to comply with his recommendations. 

The American people are breaking all production records. 
We have the greatest farm crops in our history. We have 
an industrial production greater than that which we enjoyed 
in the peak years of the war, but prices are still advancing. 

The price of food on June 15 was 47 per cent higher than 
in June of 1946. It was more than 214 per cent higher 
than the average for the years 1935 to 1939. 

Food prices were 12 per cent higher in June than in the 
same month of 1947. They are still advancing. 

Where is all the money going? Who is reaping the bene- 
fit of this inflation ? 

Some of it is going into industrial profits. Those profits 
amounted to $5 billion in 1939. At the peak of the war they 
rose to a little less than ten and a half billion dollars. In 
1947 they were more than seventeen billion dollars and it 
is now estimated that in 1948 they will amount to more than 
twenty billion dollars after taxes. 

It is claimed that wages also have advanced. This is 
true where the wage earner had a labor union to protect 
him. Wages have gone up but corporation profits have ad- 
vanced 87 per cent more than the percentage increase in the 
wages of labor. 

President Truman gave the leadership of the Republican 
Congress one last chance to do something about inflation. He 
called it into special session the latter part of July. It gave 
him only an infinitesimal part of the legislation he recom- 
mended. What it gave him was a slight curb on the con- 
sumer credit involved in the purchase of such things as auto- 
mobiles, radios and other similar articles. 

Of what benefit was this to a housewife who asked her 
butcher why the price of a soupbone had gone up from 40 
cents to 55 cents a pound in less than two months? It was 
little consolation to her to be told that the Republican Con- 
gress had made it more difficult to buy a radio or an auto- 
mobile. 

INFLATION 


Inflation is the gravest domestic problem that we have 
faced since the deflation of the early Thirties, which we 
were led out of by Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Demo- 
cratic party. 

The evils of inflated prices have not only affected us here 
in the United States but the people of every country in the 
world. Other countries need our goods and machines and 
supplies to get their own industries started again. Inflation 
has absorbed all their dollar resources. We have made large 
loans to these countries partly in order that they might buy 
materials and have equipment and supplies. Rising prices 
absorbed a large portion of those loans. 

It can be stated categorically that if the leadership of the 
Eightieth Congress had taken a firm stand against inflation 
and had implemented it with the proper legislation, we 
would have had a far more stable Europe today and the 
threat of communism would have been driven back still 
further. 

In order to pretend to remove some of the sting from their 
inflationary adventure, the Republican Congress decided to 
reduce some of the taxes previously enacted by Congress. 
I presume it is only a coincidence that everyone would en- 
joy a cut in his taxes and that this happens to be an election 
year. ‘They passed a tax reduction bill which, while pleasing 
to any taxpayer, really gave a stimulus to inflation by plac- 
ing more money in circulation for expenditure and at the 
same time refusing to reduce to that extent the national debt 
which hangs over the American people and will hang over 
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them for half a century, or even a century. And I might ask 
those who have enjoyed a tax reduction whether the increased 
cost of living partly due to that reduction has not more than 
absorbed the amount by which your taxes were reduced. 

It made no difference that the Democratic Administration 
was trying to reduce the national debt that had grown to 
staggering proportions as a result of the war. It made no 
difference that we were about to take on ourselves the great 
responsibility of the European Recovery Plan, known as the 
Marshall Plan. It made no difference that the situation in 
Europe was developing in such a way as to require us once 
again to strengthen our armed forces. 

President “Truman in the light of the inescapable obliga- 
tions of the American Government, vetoed the tax bill on 
the ground that it represented “the wrong kind of tax reduc- 
tion at the wrong time.” The veto was sustained by Con- 
gress. Another tax reduction bill was passed which was also 
vetoed and again the veto was sustained. Finally, on the 
third trial, another tax reduction bill was passed over the 
veto of the President. 


Tax BILt 


What sort of. tax reduction bill was it that was enacted, 
and how does it affect the American people? 

Those who are enjoying the most under this Republican 
Congress are those with the largest incomes. —TTwo million 
taxpayers with incomes of $5,000 a year or more received 37 
per cent of the reduction enacted by this Congress. The 
fifty million taxpayers with incomes of less than $5,000 a 
year received a total of only 63 per cent of the total re- 
duction. 

They also reduced the estate and gift taxes in order to 
make life a little easier for their rich friends. This will save 
some $250 million per year for about 12,000 wealthy 
families. 

The leadership of the Republican party has demonstrated 
that it takes care of its own. It has also indicated, not too 
gently, that it expects to be taken care of by its friends. A 
recent issue of the official publication of the Republican 
party had this to say: “Many of our friends feel, entirely 
apart from other important considerations, that the least they 
can do to express their appreciation is to contribute a sub- 
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stantial part of their tax savings for the year to insure the 
re-election of the Congress which made this possible.” 

This means that the official organ of the Republican party 
boldly and brazenly demands that those who have received 
tax reductions out of the Treasury of the United States, 
should pay a part of that reduction into the coffers of the 
Republican party as a reward for political cupidity and 
duplicity. And this attitude represents the firm conviction 
of the present chairman of the Republican National Com- 
_— according to similar statements previously made by 
im. 

Resutts or GOP Victory 


In view of this record, the American people ought to know 
that if they return a Republican Congress and elect a Re- 
publican as President of the United States, they will have no 
right to complain at what they get from such an admin- 
istration. 


The election of a Republican President will not only re- 
turn all the present Republican Congressional leaders to 
their positions of power and authority, but will strengthen 
their hands to continue their selfish representation of their 
selfish interests in the United States. 


I would also warn the American people that despite the 
garments of liberalism which some Republican leaders wrap 
about them to conceal the clothes of predatory interests, the 
heart and soul of present Republican leadership lies in those 
special interests represented by the Manufacturers Associa- 
tion and the National Association of Manufacturers. 


This is true because these associations have not been satis- 
fied to win the legitimate realms of business and industry, 
but sought to invade government and control it for their own 
selfish interests. 


Sixty million American voters rising to the performance 
of their duty can and will defeat them and must defeat them 
in the interest of a sound and enduring American economy. 
Your victory will bring to your government a renewed lib- 
eralism, a renewed human belief in the common man and a 
new democracy which represents and creates what Abraham 
Lincoln described as a government by the people, of the 
people, and for the people. 


By EARL WARREN, Governor of California and Republican Candidate for Vice-President of the United States 


Y first message to you tonight is to bring the warm 
and personal greetings of our standard-bearer, the 
next President of the United States—Gov. Thomas 
E. Dewey. Before leaving Sacramento yesterday, I t..:ed 
with him on the telephone, and he asked me to tell you hat 
he envied me the opportunity of opening our campaign here 
in your beautiful city. He remembers fondly, as i do, the 
hospitality of your people to the Governors of the nation 
only a year ago. That pleasant experience will stand out for 
many years to come in the memory of all who were here. 

It was not unnatural, therefore, that I should want to 
open our campaign here. 1 could have opened it in any city, 
and within certain limits, on any day of my choice. I 
selected the sixteenth day of September at Salt Lake for 
specific reasons over and beyond the fact that you were 
good enough to invite me. 





Delivered at opening of Republican National Campaign, Salt Lake City, Utah, September 16, 1948 





When a candidate starts on the long trek across the 
country he wants to derive as much inspiration as possible 
from his first appearance. I knew my spirit would be re- 
freshed in this lovely city of homes, and churches and 
schools, where the indomitable spirit of the pioneers still 
prevails; where industry is still a virtue, where thrift in 
both Government and individuals is still practiced, and 
where the strength of cooperation is recognized for its price- 
less worth. 


“Wortp’s Most Favorep Spor” 


I believe there is no city in our country, no state in our 
nation where these qualities have been more responsible for 
the building of a beautiful city and a thriving common- 
wealth than here in Salt Lake City. And, I must also con- 
fess to partiality because it is in the heart of the great West 
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which I love and which, I believe, has a rendezvous with 
destiny. 

I like to think of this great West, from the Rockies to 
the coast range, as the world’s most-favored spot. I like to 
apply to all of it the same confidence, the same vision and 
the same faith that your pioneer leader had when he came 
through the narrow gorge east of what is now your city 
and, looking over the brown mountains and parched valley, 
said: “This is the place.” Ever since that time millions of 
people, looking on our Western region, have been saying: 
“This is the place.” 

Since the 1940 census over 4,000,000 new people have 
said it, and have meant it, and have cast their lot with us 
in these eleven Western states. Four million people is more 
than the total population of the eight mountain states ac- 
tually was in 1940. They are still coming and will continue 
to come. And, so long as we can visualize, as did the 
pioneers, the benefits of conserving our water, our land and 
our minerals for their many uses, we can absorb millions 
more and have them say prayerfully each day: “This is the 
place.” 

I am sure that most of you can understand why I would 
choose as the starting place of my campaign one of our fine 
Western cities, with its growing, forward locking and hope- 
ful outlook. But I wonder how many of you know why I 
would choose this particular day. 

It was because this is the eve of the anniversary of the 
signing of the Constitution of the United States, without 
which you and I might not be free Americans today. We 
owe so much to that charter, and it can be kept alive only 
by thc day-to-day assumption of civic responsibilities by all 
our people. 

It seemed appropriate to me to initiate this national elec- 
tion, so vitally affecting the life of every American, on the 
eve of the 16lst anniversary of the signing of the Consti- 
tution. 

During the intervening years our country has grown in 
population from 3,000,000 to 140,000,000. It has expanded 
acrocs the continent. It has become the most powerful 
nation on the face of the earth, and, what is more important, 
it has not used its power to grind down anyone either at 
home or abroad. 

In our own lifetimes it has stood shoulder to shoulder 
in two wars with the freedom-loving people of the world 
against totalitarianism and aggression. Under this same Con- 
stitution we have been able to halt that aggression and to 
give the world one more chance for freedom and peace. 

Now we are trying to bind up our own wounds, and the 
wounds of friend and foe alike, in an effort to make that 
peace perpetual. The only question is whether the nations 
of the world will work with us and seize this last great 
opportunity. 

Our ancestors came from all parts of the world; we have 
no one racial strain, and, except for circumstances, we our- 
selves would have been born in the troubled countries across 
the seas. It is the Constitution of the United States that 
has charted our course to freedom instead of serfdom. To 
open this campaign on the eve of its anniversary, therefore, 
should help to keep up the campaign in the spirit of that 
great charter. 

It is so essential that we do this. The eyes of the world 
are upon us, some prayerfully hoping that nothing will hap- 
pen in this election to diminish our stature, or lessen our 
influence for God in world affairs. Others hope that dis- 
cord and failure will tear us asunder. What we do in this 
campaign will give satisfaction to one or the other of these 
groups, as it determines the future happiness of our own 
people. 


When the Constitution was signed there was no general 
thought given to political parties. But, as life became more 
complex, as people became more active in political affairs, 
their fundamental beliefs and their appraisal of issues be- 
came channelized into group thinking. This called for 
political parties as vehicles of expression. 

Ever since that time people from all walks of life have 
been found in both major parties. In both parties there are 
those who would say that all good flows from their own 
party and all political evil from the other. But the vast 
majority of Americans know that this is not true. 

They know that good Americans are to be found in both 
parties. They realize that there are progressives and con- 
servatives in the ranks of both. They know that party 
affiliation does not change human instincts, or affect loyalty 
to country, or transcend the fond hope of Americans for 
their children. 

No party has a patent on progress, a copyright on gov- 
ernmental principles or a proprietary interest in the advances 
made in former days. Most Americans realize—better than 
those of us who make politics our calling—that it is the con- 
dition of the parties at the moment, the leadership available 
at a particular time, which determines the favored party of 
the people. 


Botu Parties HAve SERVED WELL 


The American people have, therefore, used the parties 
interchangeably. Both parties have at times served their 
country well. Each has generated its own strength and, 
unfortunately, each at times has permitted weaknesses to 
develop within its structure. The people make their ap- 
praisal of these strengths and weaknesses at every national 
election and, without fear or hesitation, select that vehicle 
of the two which offers the greatest hope for the solution 
of their current problems. 

We have grown and prospered under this system. When 
one party has fumbled or stumbled, the other has taken over 
with a fresh approach, with new leadership and new con- 
fidence. I believe most thoughtful Americans today hope 
this process will continue; that our two-party system will 
prosper, that all good Americans can find a place in one of 
the two great parties and that we will never be reduced to 
the impotency of those parliamentary countries where a 
multiplicity of parties tends to make every party, even the 
prevailing party, a minority party. 

1 believe that our best chance of preserving responsible 
government under the two-party system depends upon how 
wholesome our campaigns can be, how free they ars from 
the prejudice of party or class or race, and upon the extent 
to which we can unify, rather than divide, our people. Our 
campaigns must be vigorous—but friendly. We must do 
what the founding fathers did 161 years ago. They finally 
resolved great differences of opinion by cheerfully, prayer- 
fully and hopefully signing the Constitution of the United 
States. 

I believe we can do very much the same thing today. But 
we cannot conduct a campaign in that spirit if either party 
brands all those in the opposite party as blind reactionaries 
taking their views from European dictators, or by charging 
that the opposition has a calculating machine where its heart 
should be, or by preaching any doctrine of fear designed to 
affect the decision of the American people. 


AMERICAN UNITY 


There are many issues in this campaign that will be 
raised by both sides prior to the election, but there is one 
point on which both sides should concentrate: the advance- 
ment of the unity of the American people in order that the 
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full vigor of our country, and all of its wonderful parts, may 
be brought to bear upon the serious problems confronting us 
at home and abroad. 

We are living in a*precarious world. It is over three years 
since Japan surrendered and almost four since Germany 
was conquered. But the world peace for which we fought 
seems farther away than it did even during the latter days 
of the shooting war. 

World rehabilitation, envisioned at the San Francisco 
United Nations conference in April of 1945 and so essential 
to a healthy, peaceful world, has bogged down to the point 
of frustration in many parts of the globe. Totalitarianism 
and obsession for world domination, instead of falling with 
Germany and Japan, are still on the march under the 
patent and trade name of “‘cold war.” 

The world is beset by fear, and we ourselves are not 
entirely free from it. So long as the spirit of aggression 
lives anywhere on earth, no nation, even the most powerful, 
no matter how peacefully inclined it may be, can be free 
from such fear. 

There is apprehension in every American home today. It 
stems from the disturbed conditions of our foreign affairs, 
but it has become manifest even in the affairs of our every- 
day life—in the cost of living, the cost of Government, our 
relations with one another and between producer and con- 
sumer, between management and labor, between the farmer 
and the industrialist. 

It is a demoralizing apprehension; it is decreasing the 
resiliency of our country; it is suppressing individual effort 
and ambition. It is retarding the nation’s productive po- 
tentity, without which we never will be able to lick inflation 
and have true prosperity. 


Nor Att ONE Party’s FAULT 


Now I do not want to be misunderstood in this state- 
ment. It is not accusatory. I do not contend that all of this 
is entirely the fault of any one individual, any political party 
or any national administration. Much of it has been caused 
by world forces beyond the control of the American people. 

The cost of the war in lives in dollars and in natural 
resources is something that all real Americans have paid, 
and will continue to pay, willingly as the price of our free- 
dom. They will willingly pay the cost of the European 
Recovery Program as our insurance against war. When we 
underwrite the adequate defense of our country, we do so 
as Americans, not as political partisans. 

We should approach the cost of living, the housing short- 
age, the conservation of our natural resources, and all our 
human relationships in precisely the same way. ‘To do other- 
wise would be to divide our country—instead of uniting it. 

I do not even criticize the national Administration for not 
having immediate specific remedies for all these dislocations. 
Some of our troubles are of the kind that defy immediate 
cure. They cannot be isolated as individual problems. They 
are interwoven with other conditions which in turn cannot 
be isolated for solution. There are many chain reactions in 
the world and in our country today. And, the thing we 
must avoid most is the temptation to apply nostrums and 
expedients that sound plausible but invariably leave other 
dislocations and headaches in their wake. 

| believe most Americans today are of the opinion that 
we have had too many such cure-alls in recent years. I 
believe that they have come to realize that there is no 
magic in government and that true progress can be achieved 
only by once more exalting as virtues individual effort, 
personal and governmental thrift and cooperation between 
people of every race, creed and walk of life. But to do this 
we must achieve national unity. 


Now the main question at this election—and therefore the 
greatest issue before the American people—can be stated as 
follows: 

Is the present national Administration displaying the unity, 
the competence and the leadership to warrant extending its 
tenure to twenty years? Or has the time come for better 
housekeeping methods that can only be supplied by new 
leadership and a new broom? [I agree with you that that 
time has arrived. 

It is not unusual for political parties or governmental 
administrations after long exercise of power to develop in- 
ternal frictions, reject cooperation and spurn advice either 
from within or without. Such administrations become in- 
capable of self-criticism. Invariably this attitude causes struc- 
tural weaknesses which lead in turn either to internal dis- 
order or an actual break-up of the party. 

On the other hand, the opposition party often develops in 
the State governments and in the Congress that leadership 
essential for strength and unity within its own ranks and 
for gaining the confidence of the people. 

I believe the Republican party is in such a condition 
today. For sixteen years it has served a rigid apprenticeship 
of this character. It has rebuilt its structure from the ground 
up until now it has not only a majority of the membership 
of both houses of Congress, but also Republican state ad- 
ministrations governing the vast majority of the American 
people. 

I say to you with assurance based upon many years of 
experience in the party that it has never been as united as it 
is today under the leadership of Governor Thomas E. 
Dewey. There is no left segment to splinter off; there is 
no segment on the right to secede. And the unity achieved 
within the Republican party can be used by its leaders to 
unite the nation in an all-out effort to solve the serious prob- 
lems of the day. 

They will attack the high cost of living and the bottle- 
necks, shortages and monopolies which contribute to it with 
every weapon available. They will develop and conserve 
both our human and our natural resources. They will work 
with the representatives of both parties for an honorable 
lasting peace—not through vacillation or appeasement, but 
through the council tables and the United Nations. 


Dewey “Won't Let Reps IN” 


They will do it under the leadership of Governor Dewey. 
During and since the war he has proved himself to be an 
executive capable of meeting the problems of his great state. 
He has won the cenfidence of the people. He has proved 
that efficiency and humanity can be combined in govern- 
ment. He has proved his faith in our institutions. It will 
be no problem for Tom Dewey to get Communists out of 
the Government—because he’ll never let them in. 

He will surround himself with men whose faith in the 
American system is unshakable, who believe implicitly that 
American capacity for growth and progress and service to 
humanity has no limits. Honesty in government from top to 
bottom—frankness in dealing with the American people— 
vigor in facing our problems—these will be his watchwords. 

And this is of vital importance also—Tom Dewey will 
have behind him a strong, a united and a progressive Re- 
publican party. 

The Constitution of the United States was designed to 
form a more perfect union. We have come a long way in 
the 161 years that have passed since the writing of that 
great document. 

But we cannot rest content with the accomplishments of 
the past, or with the comparative satisfactions of the present. 
The more perfect union envisioned by the Constitution is 
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an ideal, and we make progress only as we steadily advance 
toward its realization. 

I pledge you here and now that Governor Dewey and I, 
as the standard-bearers of the great Republican party, will 
dedicate ourselves—all the experience, all the Americanism 
we possess—to the pursuit of that magnificent ideal of a 
more perfect union of the American people, not only in a 
material way but in the real and true spirit of America. 


In this cause we can count upon the unity of the Republi- 
can party, that is manifested here this evening. We ask the 
confidence and the support of every American. We humbly 
trust that divine Providence, so good to our country in the 
past, will continue to guide it and bring to this national 
campaign and to all its contending parties, a spirit of good 
will and understanding. That spirit will assure an out- 
come that will be best for the country we all love so dearly. 


One Standard of Conduct for All 


PATIENCE DOES NOT INDICATE WEAKNESS 


By GEORGE C. MARSHALL, United States Secretary of State 
Delivered to the United Nations General Assembly, Paris, France, September 23, 1948 


E are particularly happy to meet here in Paris. 

France, has through the centuries, nourished the arts 

and sciences for the enrichment of all mankind 
and its citizer.; have striven persistently for expanding free- 
dom for the individual. It is entirely fitting that this 
General Assembly, meeting in France, which fired the hearts 
of men with the Declaration of the Rights of Man in 1789, 
should consider in 1948 the approval of a new declaration 
of human rights for free men in a free world. 

Not only is it appropriate that we should have reaffirmed 
our respect for the human rights and fundamental free- 
doms, but that we should renew our determination to de- 
velop and protect those rights and freedoms. Freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion, freedom of opinion and 
expression, freedom from arbitrary arrest and detention; 
the right of a people to choose their own government, to 
take part in its work, and, if they become dissatisfied with 
it, to change it; the obligation of government to act through 
law—these are some of the elements that combine to give 
dignity and worth to the individual. 

The Charter of the United Nations reflects these con- 
cepts and expressly provides for the promotion and pro- 
tection of the rights of man as well as for the rights of 
nations. This is no accident. For in the modern world, 
the association of free men within a free state is based upon 
the obligation of citizens to respect the rights of their fellow- 
citizens. And the association of free nations in a free world 
is based upon the obligation of all states to respect the rights 
of other nations. 


Work oF U.N. THREATENED 


Systematic and deliberate denials of basic human rights 
lie at the root of most of our troubles and threaten the 
work of the United Nations. 

It is not only fundamentally wrong that millions of men 
and women live in daily terror of secret police, subject to 
seizure, imprisonment, or forced labor without just cause 
and without fair trial, but these wrongs have repercussions 
in the community of nations. Governments which system- 
atically disregard the rights of their own people are not 
likely to respect the rights of other nations and other 
people, and are likely to seek their objectives by coercion and 
force in the international field. 

The maintenance of these rights and freedoms depends 
upon adherence to the abiding principles of justice and mor- 
ality embodied in the rule of law. It will, therefore, always 
be true that those members of the United Nations which 
strive with sincerity of purpose to live by the Charter, and 
to conform to the principles of justice and law proclaimed 


by it, will be those states which are genuinely dedicated to 
the preservation of the dignity and integrity of the indi- 
vidual. 

Let this third regular session of the General Assembly 
approve by an overwhelming majority the Declaration of 
Human Rights as a standard of conduct of all; and let us, 
as members of the United Nations, conscious of our own 
shortcomings and imperfections, join our effort in good 
faith to live up to this high standard. 

Our aspirations must take into account men’s practical 
needs—improved living and working conditions, better 
health, economic and social advancement for all, and the 
social responsibilities which these entail. The United 
Nations is pledged in the Charter to promote “higher stand- 
ards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic 
and social progress and development.” 


U. N.’s Procress 


The Secretary-General has devoted a considerable part 
of his annual report to the nature of the progress thus far 
made in this field. It is evident from the record that we can 
be encouraged by what is being done. The United Nations 
is directly engaged in efforts to alleviate the social and 
economic disorder and destruction resulting from the war. 

The International Refugee Organization is giving assist- 
ance to displaced persons. 

The International Children’s Emergency Fund is pro- 
viding emergency aid to children and mothers over wide 
areas. 

As part of the United Nations’ efforts to increase pro- 
ductivity by applying new and advanced techniques, the 
Food and Agriculture Organization is broadening the use 
of improved seeds and fertilizers. 

The tuberculosis project jointly sponsored by the World 
Health Organization and the International Children’s 
Emergency Fund represents another example cf the con- 
structive work of our organization. 

Through the United Nations we are seeking to com- 
bine our efforts to promote international trade, to solve the 
difficulties of foreign exchange, to facilitate the voluntary 
migration of peoples, and to increase the flow of informa- 
tion and ideas across national boundaries. 

The International Trade Organization charter would 
establish procedures for expanding multilateral trade, with 
the goal of raising living standards and maintaining full 
employment. 

The Conference on Freedom of Information and the 
Press was responsible for the conventions made before this 
Assembly which embody principles and procedures for ex- 
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panding the exchange of information. It is our hope that 
the Assembly will give these conventions thoughtful and 
favorable consideration. 

While the United Nations and its related agencies are 
increasingly helpful in the economic and social field, pri- 
mary responsibility for improving standards of living will 
continue to rest with the governments of the people them- 
International organizations cannot take place of 
national and personal effort, or local initiative and indi- 
vidual imagination. International action cannot replace 
self-help, nor can we move toward general cooperation 
without maximum mutual help among close neighbors. 

The United Nations was not intended to preclude co- 
operative action among groups of states for common pur- 
poses consistent with the Charter of the United Nations. 
It has been disappointing that efforts at economic recovery 
consistent with this concept have been actively opposed by 
some who seem to fear the return of stability and confidence. 
We must not be misled by those who, in the name of revo- 
lutionary slogans, would prevent reconstruction and _ re- 
covery to hold out illusions of future well-being at the price 
of starvation and disorder today. 

A year ago I expressed the view to the General Assem- 
bly that “a supreme effort is required from us all if we are 
to succeed in breaking through the vicious circles of deepen- 
ing political and economic crisis.” I believe that most of 
us in this organization have sought to make such an effort 
-and that this is beginning to bring results. 

Despite the cooperative action of most nations to rebuild 
peace and well-being, tension during the past year has in- 
creased. The leaders of the other nations are creating a 
deep rift between their countries and the rest of the world 
community. We must not allow that rift to widen any fur- 
ther and we must redouble our efforts to find a common 
yround, Let us go back to the Charter, to words that were 
solemnly written by the peoples of the United Nations while 
the tragedy of war was vividly stamped on their minds. 

“We, the peoples of the United Nations,” says the Char- 
ter, are “determined to save succeeding generations from 
the scourge of war * * * and for these ends to practice 
tolerance and live together. in peace with one another as 
Three years later, we are confronted with 
the need to save not only succeeding generations, but our 
own. 


selves. 


ta od neighbors.” 


PEACE AND SECURITY 


The first purpose of the United Nations is to maintain 
international peace and security, and to that end all mem- 
bers are pledged to settle their international disputes by 
peaceful means and in conformity with the principles of 
justice and international law. 

We are pledged to seek an accommodation by which dif- 
ferent cultures, different laws, different social and economic 
structures, and different political systems can exist side by 
side without violence, subversion, or intimidation. An ele- 
mentary requirement is that internationa! obligations be re- 
spected and that relations among states be based on mutual 
confidence, respect, and tolerance. 

How can we establish among governments and peoples 
the confidence which is necessary to a just and stable peace, 
and is basic to the work of the United Nations? The need 
at this session of the General Assembly and in subsequent 
months is to achieve, or at least to move nearer to, a settle- 
ment of the major issues which now confront us. For its 
part, the United States is prepared to seek in every possible 
way, in any appropriate forum, a constructive and peaceful 
settlement of the political controversies which contribute 
to the present tension and uncertainty. 


I do not wish to deal at this time with the details of any 
particular issue, but there are broad lines along which a 
just and equitable settlement of each of these questions 
might be reached. Some of these matters are on the agenda 
of the United Nations; others, such as those dealing with 
the peace settlements, are to be dealt with in other forums. 
Nevertheless, whatever the forum, as members of the United 
Nations, we are all subject to the principles of the Charter. 


War Issues Must Be SEtTTLep 


If we want to have peace we must settle the issues aris- 
ing out of the last war. The Charter was written with 
the expectation that the solution of the problems before the 
United Nations would not be made more difficult by long 
delay in completing the peace settlements. 

We should, therefore, make every effort to achieve an 
early and just peace settlement so that Japan and Germany 
may exist as democratic and peaceful nations, subject to 
safeguards against the revival of military or economic means 
of aggression, and so that they may in due course demon- 
strate their qualification for admission to membership in 
the United Nations. In Austria our aim is the restoration 
of its political and economic freedom within its 1937 fron- 
tiers and its immediate admission as a member of the United 
Nations. 

Other questions affecting world peace are now before 
the United Nations, some of them before this assembly. 


Peace Moves 


We believe that the ends to be sought on these matters 
may be briefly summarized as follows: 


1. A Palestine free from strife and the threat of strife, 
with both the Jews and Arabs assured the peaceful develop- 
ment envisaged by the actions of the General Assembly and 
the Security Council; an early demobilization of armed 
forces to permit the return to conditions of peace and nor- 
mal living in Palestine; the repatriation of refugees who 
wish to return and live in peace with their neighbors; eco- 
nomic aid to Jews and Arabs to restore and strengthen their 
economic well-being; the admission of Trans-Jordan and 
Israel to membership in the United Nations. 


2. A unified and independent Korea, accepted as a mem- 


ber of the United Nations, acting under a constitution and 
a government selected by the Koreans themselves through 
free elections, and receiving the economic and political en- 
couragement which it will need as it embarks upon its new 
life as a Korean nation. 


3. A Greece made secure from aggressive and unlawful 
interference from without; ordering its political life by the 
democratic process and by respect for law; enabled to re- 
build its economy and to provide its people the essentials 
of a decent life which they have been without for so long. 

4. A negotiated settlement without further bloodshed 
in Indonesia along the broad lines of the Renville Agree- 
ment, providing within a brief period both the sovereign in- 
dependence sought by the peoples of Indonesia and con- 
tinued cooperation between them and the people of The 
Netherlands. 


5. Continuation of the mediation and negotiation be- 
tween the great nations of India and Pakistan with respect 
to Kashmir, in order that the processes of peaceful settle- 
ment may bring to a conclusion an issue which has been 
charged with great dangers. 

6. The early adoption of an international system for 
the control of atomic energy, providing for the elimination 
of atomic weapons from national armaments, for the de- 
velopment of atomic energy for peaceful purposes only, and 
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for safeguards to insure compliance by all nations with the 
necessary international measures of control. 


7. Under adequate and dependable guarantee against vio- 
lation, a progressive reduction in armaments as rapidly as 
the restoration of political confidence permits. 


PATTERN FOR PEACE 


Other situations for problems might be mentioned, but 
if constructive steps are taken toward the settlement of 
those which have been indicated, new hope would arise 
among men and new confidence among the nations of the 
world. It will be readily seen that the above pattern is 
toward peace. No governments or peoples who work to- 
ward such ends can be held to be seeking war, or imperialist 
expansion, or disorder and strife. 


We have noted with particular interest the report of the 
Secretary-General on the work of the nations relating to 
the millions of people who are not yet fully self-governing. 
We are mindful of the obligations undertaken in the Char- 
ter for the political, economic, and social development of 
these peoples. We believe that all possible assistance and 
encouragement should be given to them, to the end that 
they may play their full part in the family of nations— 
either as independent States or in freely chosen association 
with other states. 


In our efforts toward political settlement we must con- 
tinue working to improve the functioning of the machinery 
of the United Nations. We hope that the Security Council 
will proceed to recommend during this session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly the admission of- additional new members. 
There are a number of fully qualified States, now awaiting 
admission, whose elevation has been supported by the United 
States but has been blocked for reasons not consistent with 
the Charter. The most recent application, Ceylon, one of 
the few States to emerge in southern Asia, has been denied 
the membership to which it properly aspires. 

The report of the Interim Committee on the problem 
of voting in the Security Council represents the first com- 
prehensive study on this vital problem since San Francisco, 
and contains the views of an overwhelming majority of the 
members. The work of the Security Council would be 
greatly facilitated if the recommendations of the Interim 
Committee could be accepted by the members of the Council. 


The Interim Committee itself has worked usefully and 
effectively during the past year and can continue to render 
an important service to the General Assembly. We hope 
that the Assembly will agree to its continuation for another 
year in order to give us more experience before deciding 
whether it should become a permanent part of our organi- 
zation. 


Tripute To U. N. MEMBERS 


The United States joins in expressing great appreciation 
to those individuals who have served on United Nations 
missions during the past year, either as members of national 
delegations or of the Secretariat. These representatives in 
the field have served with courage and devotion to duty. 
Their service has been given a particularly solemn reminder 
of these conditions by the tragic death of Count Folke Ber- 
nadotte and Colonel Serot at the hands of assassins. The 
people of the United States join in tribute to the man who 
worked brilliantly and courageously as the United Nations 
mediator in Palestine. We pay tribute, also, to those others 
who have lost their lives in the service of. peace. 

We believe that the Assembly should give sympathetic 
consideration to the suggestions of the Secretary-General 


for the establishment of a small United Nations guard force 
to assist United Nations missions engaged in the pacific 
settlement of disputes. The fate of the Mediator in Pales- 
tine and the experience of the several commissions already 
working in the field has already demonstrated the need for 
such a group. This great world organization should not 
send its servants on missions of peace without reasonable 
protection. The guards would be entirely distinct from the 
armed forces envisaged under Article 43 and would not 
carry out military operations. They could, however, per- 
form important services in connection with United Nations 
missions abroad, not only as guards but as observers and as 
communications and transportation personnel. 


Boycotr AND LACK OF COOPERATION 


Mr. President, one of the principal purposes of the United 
Nations, according to Article 1, is “to be a center for har- 
monizing the actions of nations” in the attainment of the 
common ends set forth in the Charter. 


The problem of making and keeping the peace involves 
many Governments and many peoples. On the issues which 
call for settlement the large Powers as well as the small 
must submit their policies to the judgment of the world 
community. For this purpose appropriate forums have been 
established for the adjustment of differences through the 
impartial opinions of the international society. This process 
has been seriously hampered by the refusal of a group of 
nations to participate in certain of the important commis- 
sions established by this Assembly, such as the Balkan Com- 
mission, the Korean Commission and the Interim Commit- 
tee. 

More important than this boycott, however, is the dis- 
turbing lack of cooperation which the United Nations has 
received in its efforts to resolve such questions as Korea 
and Greece and to bring about the international control of 
atomic energy. This persistent refusal of a small minority 
to contribute to the accomplishment of our agreed purposes 
is a matter of profound concern. 

There is no plot among members of this organization to 
keep any nation or group of nations in a minority. The 
minority position is self-imposed. The record shows that 
there are no mechanical majorities at the disposal of any 
nation or group of nations. Majorities form quickly in sup- 
port of the principles of the Charter. Nations consistently 
in the minority would be welcomed among the ranks of the 
majority—but not at the price of compromise of basic prin- 
ciple. 

The United Nations has sought to promote the free ex- 
change of ideas on a basis of full reciprocity. The effort is 
of the greatest political importance. Any Government which 
by deliberate action cuts itself and its people off from the 
rest of the world becomes incapable of understanding the 
problems and policies of other Governments and other 
peoples. It would be a tragic error if, because of such mis- 
understanding, the patience of others should be mistaken 
for weakness. 

The United States does not wish to increase the existing 
tension. It is its whole-hearted desire to alleviate that ten- 
sion. But we will not compromise essential principles. We 
will under no circumstances barter away the rights and 
freedoms of other peoples. We earnestly hope that all mem- 
bers will find ways of contributing to the lessening of ten- 
sions and the promotion of peace with justice. 

The peoples of the earth are anxiously watching our 
efforts here. 


We must not disappoint them. 
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Scholarship 


and Success 


THE NATIONAL NEED FOR GOOD SCHOLARS 
By MAJOR GENERAL PHILIP B. FLEMING, Administrator, Federal Works Agency 


Delivered before the Leadership Conference of Delta Upsilon, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland, 
September 8, 1948 


N recent years the term “semantics” has enjoyed a good 

deal of popularity. Quite rightly, I think, we are pay- 

ing more attention to the meaning of words. With 
your permission I am going to follow that trend for a mo- 
ment—long enough to tell you what I mean by the word 
scholarship. 

Webster's Dictionary links it with the “character or quali- 
scholar,” (attainments in science or literature, 
formerly in classical literature.) This invites another defi- 
nition. According to Webster a scholar is “one who attends 
a school” or “one who by long-continued systematic study, 
especially in a university, has gained a competent mastery 
of one or more of the highly organized academic studies.” 

None of these definitions is quite what I had in mind, 
but Webster did supply the answer by saying that the word 
scholarly “implies accurate and well disciplined learning.” 
There, it seems to me is the approach we can all agree on. 
It suggests neither the time-serving person who never cracks 
a book nor the man of learning devoted to an academic 
career. 

It does suggest a kind of mental training, a habit of study, 
that is probably the best single asset that men and women 
can take with them from our halls of learning. At the risk 
of accenting the obvious I want to say again that this ap- 
proach, the scholarly approach, with its emphasis on accurate 
and well-disciplined learning, provides the best design for 
living that I know. 

Many of you, especially those outside the professions, may 
not find much direct use for the formal knowledge which 
you acquire in college. But the habit of study, the ability 
to sit down and analyze a problem, will serve you well in 
any and every walk of life. I am not belittling higher edu- 
cation, far from it. There is no more valuable tool—but 
scholarship provides the real cutting edge. 

More and more the Nation has come to depend upon col- 
lege graduates for lea rship. Just by way of example, the 
proportion of college and university graduates among those 
listed in “Who's Who in America” is well over 80 per cent. 
These men and women have made immense contributions 
to the general welfare. , 

There is every reason to believe that tomorrow’s prob- 
lems will call for a still greater contribution, that our col- 
leges and universities must furnish the cadres of leadership 
in ever-widening fields of endeavor. It is equally plain that 
the men and women who are called upon will need con- 
siderably more than a college degree to meet the demands 
of our fearfully complicated world. 

They must bring to bear new and deeper understanding 
of human motives and ultimate purposes. As leaders you, 
and many like you, must somehow contrive this. For in 
spite of our amazing scientific progress and the vast store 
of knowledge at our disposal in the past. we often fell short 
when it came to giving college students that inner knowl- 
edge of human values which is the essence of wise leader- 
ship. 

Modern educators recognize this partial failure and the 
dangers which go hand in hand with it. Calling it a crisis 
in character, Dr. Ordway Tead, chairman of New York 


ties of a 


City’s Board of Higher Education, declared recently that 
the role of character education in college cannot be ignored 
or denied. 

Can scholarship foster character and give us a better 
concept of the good life? I think so. 

The good life is a matter of beliefs and behavior, of re- 
spect for men and faith in God, faith in a divine purpose 
which transcends our full understanding. Down through 
the ages the christian religion has treasured what have been 
called the God-like virtues and we still identify them by 
such words as charity, mercy, integrity, justice and love. 
Regardless of creed, religion and religious faith have set the 
stamp of divine approval upon these attributes of human 
character. 

Was there ever a time when they were more precious or 
more vitally needed in the affairs of men? 

Can scholarship give men and women a firmer grip upon 
these eternal verities? Can it encourage and build that es- 
sential unity of mind and spirit which makes for righteous- 
ness and wisdom? I firmly believe so. 

If this seems like a rather roundabout approach to the 
problems we are facing, let me remind you that these prob- 
lems are rooted in human institutions and behavior. Funda- 
mentally this has nothing to do with politics, but it does 
concern human values and relationships. The good life 
which scholarship can encourage must be lived with and 
among people—regardless of who lives in the White House. 

In meeting social and economic problems, in bettering 
labor-management relationships, in government—in almost 
every field—the crying need is for a more objective approach. 
An approach free from narrow partisanship, prejudice or 
the pressure of special interests. In a word, we need the 
scholarly approach, the kind of open-minded inquiry that is 
the essence of true liberalism. 

We need to safeguard our productive and material re- 
sources by rebuilding our spiritual ramparts—if they fail us, 
civilization fails. 


THE SCHOLAR’s PLACE IN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 


Today there are more than 4,000,000 men and women 
in this country who hold college degrees of one sort or an- 
other. Though these diplomas are not an open sesame to 
business or financial success, by and large higher education 
does point the way to greater rewards. 

For a quick and very rough comparison, let us take a 
report by the U. S. Chamber of Commerce based on a 
sample of 40,000 native white males 25 to 44 years of age 
in cities of more than 250,000. As of 1940, the Chamber 
found that 50 percent of those who attended college or did 
graduate work had annual earnings of at least $5,000—far 
beyond the national average, of course. 

Incidentally, the Chamber also found that college men 
were decidedly better citizen-customers. They owned better 
homes or paid higher rents and generally contributed more 
to the business life of their communities. 

In another study, Princeton’s Class of ’32, with more 
than half reporting could point to annual earnings that 
averaged above $9,500 after they had been out of school 15 
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years. Life Magazine says that these men were fairly typi- 
cal of all college graduates except that they were wealthier. 

Neither the U. S. Chamber of Commerce nor the report 
on the Princeton Class of '32 undertakes to say what part 
money or family connections played in these combined suc- 
cess stories. And there is no way of knowing how much of 
this higher earning capacity was due to college training and 
contacts. Unlike a hand of duplicate bridge, human lives 
cannot be played back under different circumstances. How- 
ever, these and other surveys do confirm the general belief 
that college graduates have a definite economic edge—they 
make better providers. 

Granted this probable advantage, what opportunities and 
rewards are open to good scholars, to the men and women 
who make high marks because they have learned how to 
study? It is well known that graduates who rank high in 
the professional schools generally succeed in the professions 
—in law, medicine and teaching for example. 

More than 30 years ago Dr. William Trufant Foster, 
then President of Reed College, explored this question in a 
book entitled “Should Students Study?” Basing his answer 
on material concerning graduates of West Point, the Yale 
School of Forestry, an engineering school and several col- 
leges, Dr. Foster reached this conclusion. I quote: 

“Indeed, it is likely that the first quarter in scholarship 
of any school or college class will give the world as many 
distinguished men as the other three-quarters.” 

I could cite many other comments from educators who 
share the conviction that scholarship is one of the prime 
keys to later success. 

But rather than multiply such evidence, let me call upon 
business itself, as represented by the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company. 

Several years ago this huge concern set out to determine 
the relation of college scholarship and success in the Bell 
system. The results of this study were published two decades 
ago but they have profound significance for college men and 
women today. Indeed, with the rapid increase in college 
enrollments and college graduates, there is every reason to 
believe that equal or better opportunities await tomorrow’s 
scholars. 

The sample which A T & T studied included 3,806 grad- 
uates from about 100 colleges. 1662 were less than five 
years out of school, 2,144 had been out from five to thirty 
years. The colleges were asked to tell whether the man had 
been in the first tenth of his class and, if not, whether he 
had been in the first third, the second third or the lowest 
third scholastically. 

I wish I could show you a chart of the median salaries 
of these men grouped in accordance with their scholarship 
rank at college. Within five years after graduation the top 
tenth had pulled ahead, those in the first third came next, 
the middle third were about average, close to the median 
for all groups, and the lowest third were at the bottom. 

Time accentuated these trends. The longer the best stu- 
dents were in business the more rapidly their earnings rose 
—the longer the poorer students remained, the more slowly 
their earnings rose. 

No wonder this great company concluded that “Scholar- 
ship appears to be the most significant single index of suc- 
cess.” 

True, earning capacity is not the only measure of success 
and AT&T recognized this fact. But President Walter 
S. Gifford said, “as between one man and another working 
in the same business organization, success and salary— 
while not the same thing—will, generally speaking, parallel 
each other.” 


THE ScHOLAR’s PLACE IN GOVERNMENT 


As most of you probably know, employment and advance- 
ment in the Federal Government are based almost entirely 
upon a merit system operating under regulations laid down 
by the U. S. Civil Service Commission. Most appointments 
are made from registers where rank is established by com- 
petitive examinations. Education, of course, is given con- 
siderable weight in a great many job classifications, particu- 
larly in the more important and responsible positions. 

This, plus the fact that competitive examinations are 
commonly used in determining the applicants standing, in- 
dicates that Government, like business, puts a premium on 
good scholarship. 

So far as a military career is concerned, all three Depart- 
ments—Army, Navy and the Air Force—lay great stress on 
the ability to study and the grades which demonstrate this 
ability. The top graduates of West Point and Annapolis 
generally move on to high rank in the military establish- 
ment. The Array Corps of Engineers, for example, is 
always eager for West Point graduates with high marks. 

Other Government agencies too are on the lookout for 
good scholars. This policy is well illustrated by an intern- 
ship training program operated by the National Institute 
of Public Affairs in Washington. Serving as a liaison unit 
between the colleges and universities of the country and the 
Federal departments, the Institute has conducted this pro- 
gram for twelve years now. Its main function is to provide 
an internship for a carefully selected group of college gradu- 
ates who are accepted by the Federal Government agencies 
for intensive training in Administrative leadership. 

Since 1936 some 500 interns have completed the pro- 
gram. It is an intensive program, lasting from the latter 
part of September until early June. It concludes practical 
assignments in Government agencies, informal group dis- 
cussions with Government officials, seminars after hours at 
the universities in Washington, guidance by government 
supervisors, and tutorial direction by the staff of the Na- 
tional Institute. This training is supported by the Rocke- 
feller Foundation and is provided on a scholarship basis 
without cost to the interns. 

The chief purpose of the program is to further the de- 
velopment of the career service of the United States Gov- 
ernment by identifying and developing administrative talent. 

I am tempted to discuss this internship program at length 
for it has been an outstanding success. If time permitted | 
could run through a long list of interns who hold responsible 
jobs in a variety of Government agencies. These men and 
women occupy key positions in the Departments of Agri- 
culture, Army, Commerce, Interior, Justice, Labor, Navy 
and State. They are serving the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion, the Bureau of the Budget, the Veterans Administra- 
tion and many other Federal agencies. 

They are active and successful in journalism, education 
and the law. Not to mention private enterprise, where 
former interns are on the staffs of many outstanding con- 
cerns. 

To trace these individual success stories would take me 
rather far afield. Instead, let me tell you how these candi- 
dates for internship were selected. It is a highly competi- 
tive process. 1 know a good deal about it because my daugh- 
ter, Jocelyn, was among those selected for this training pro- 
gram in 1942-43. 

Just in case my own version might be subject to a per- 
sonal bias, let me quote the National Institute itself: 

“The National Institute of Public Affairs requests col- 
leges and universities to call this opportunity of internship 
training for public affairs to the attention of superior 
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scholars and to nominate as candidates those best qualified. 
In this way the college faculty takes the initial step in the 
selection process. 

“Applications are rated by a Committee on Appointments, 
which takes into consideration the candidate's scholastic rec- 
ord and academic honors, campus and community activities, 
research and writing. No emphasis is placed on specific 
curricular preparation. .. .” 

Beginning with the 1948-49 year changes have been made 
in the method of selecting interns (to facilitate government 
employment during the training period) but these changes 
do not lessen the importance of good scholarship. 

You may be interested to know that our Military Gov- 
ernment in Germany has had an intern program designed 
to produce its own career men. Here, too, high scholastic 
standards prevail. 

There is one footnote I should like to add regarding the 
National Institute’s program—for this year a number of 
high quality graduates who might have been interested in 
such training if the offer had come sooner had already com- 
mitted themselves to other employment or to fellowship pro- 
grams in colleges and universities. In other words, the gov- 
ernment is not alone in hunting out good scholars. 


SCHOLARSHIP AND Detta UPsILON 


Now I come to the final subject of this discussion— 
scholarship and Delta Upsilon. This fraternity had both a 
tradition and a history of greatness. Merely to call the roll 
of distinguished men who belong to Delta U would upset 
the well planned schedule of this Leadership Conference. 

| know it is customary to cast a nostalgic look at the good 
old days. And sometimes in these backward glances we are 
a little bit inclined to give the past more glory than it de- 
serves. But I do not believe I exaggerate in saying that 
Delta Upsilon does not stand as high today, in terms of 
leadership and scholarship, as it did a generation ago. 

Brothers who are in close touch with Delta U’s affairs 
know from experience that the best chapters always have 
good scholarship. Where scholarship deteriorates the chap- 
ter can and often does get into difficulties. 

My own experience at the University of Wisconsin cer- 


tainly bears this out. I was in the class of 1909. During 
my two years there—1905 to 1907—I well remember the 
emphasis on study and good scholarship. Several of the 
Deans were Delta U members who took an active interest 
in the chapter’s scholastic standing. 

When I was a freshman Ralph D. Hetzel was a senior— 
the same Ralph Hetzel who later became President of Penn- 
sylvania State College. Already a brilliant and gifted 
scholar, he rode herd on those Delta U pledges—myself in- 
cluded. He not only saw that we studied, he taught us how 
to study, how to organize our work and analyze our prob- 
lems. College and fraternity life have much to offer under- 
graduates, but I think my freshman year under Ralph 
Hetzel was about the most rewarding experience that I can 
remember. 

Later, at West Point, I had a chance to pass those habits 
of study along to some of the “goats,”’ as we called the men 
who had trouble with their grades. After taps, and against 
the rules, we used to drape a heavy blanket over the win- 
dows while we boned up on some tough problems. All 
of us thought we were getting away with it. About a year 
ago I learned that the authorities at the Point had known 
just what was going on behind my woolen curtain—un- 
officially they approved of it. 

I understand that the 1948 Convention of Delta U will 
have before it proposals to revise the Constitution, By-Laws 
and Administrative Procedures of the fraternity. I have 
seen the very careful report which embodies these proposals 
and I am very glad to note the strong emphasis which the 
Special Committee has placed on scholarship. There could 
be no sounder or more productive approach to our acknowl- 
edged goal—‘Make Delta U First.” 

In achieving this, and I believe you can achieve it, you 
will carry forward and enhance the great tradition of a 
great fraternity. Even more important you will swell the 
ranks of those able and devoted citizens who are striving 
for the good life in a world at peace. 

More than any other group today’s good scholars can 
help us close the tragic gap between the world of the spirit 
—the world of ideas—and the world of reality. There is 
no greater task for the free men of tomorrow. 


The Time Is Now! 


“DON’T BE INTIMIDATED BY THE FACT OF YOUTH” 
By RAYMOND G. McKELVEY, Chairman, Department of Political Science, Occidental College, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Delivered before the Graduating Class, Glendale College, Glendale, California, June 17, 1948 


“4 NHIS is a great occasion. Into it have gone the effort, 
the anxiety, the trial and error experiment, the hopes 
and struggles of more than three centuries of Ameri- 

can histery. Making this occasion possible has cost the sacri- 

fice and devotion of parents, teachers, school administrators, 
and the scores of thousands of fellow towns-people whose 
tax tribute created and supports this educational system. 

From all of them you have taken much. To all of them you 

owe much. That all which has been given you has been 

gladly given, does not lessen the burden of your debt, a debt 
which can never be tallied in dollars. 

As you go forth from here today to begin the next phase 
of your plans you should ponder that everyone has an obli- 
gation to live his life not merely for himself and for those 
in his personal circle, but for all those who have gone be- 
fore, and to the end that all those who come after shall in- 
herit a better world. 


You are stewards of a great tradicion—the tradition of 
the precious light of freedom. Freedom didn’t just happen. 
It is the reward of endless struggle. To guard it takes daily 
vigilance. Through service in the armed forces many of 
you have had a vital part in keeping freedom’s light alive. 
For many of the world’s people, the lamps of freedom have 
never been lighted. For many others for whom the lamps 
once burned, although with varying degrees of radiance, the 
light is out. You have a responsibility for extending the 
light of freedom at home, and for using your influence to 
get the lamps of freedom lighted around the world. 

I have spoken of your debt. But you are also rich in 
assets. American is your heritage. Your citizenship in this 
country is your more priceless possession. The accident of 
birth has conferred upon you a privilege which has had no 
counterpart since the days of Rome. That fact weights you 
equally with opportunity and obligation. As Americans you 
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have the opportunity for a greater freedom of choice than 
have the individuals and peoples of any other country. But 
so massive has this nation’s power become that your choices 
will determine the opportunity for choices by peoples in 
every other land. This creates an obligation that your 
choices be considered and farsighted. To whom much is 
given much shall be required. 

Our country is not Utopia. Vow with humility and zeal 
it shall never be less than now. But our country is a place 
with the tradition that its people shall through common 
counsel be free both to set objectives and to work toward 
them. In this you can and must share. 

You have the priceless gift of youth. Some day when it 
is gone you will understand why George Bernard Shaw 
deplored that such a priceless gift should be wasted on 
young people. 

Youth is a time of dreaming, a time of long, long thoughts. 
It is a time of idealistic and generous impulse. Often the 
dream is of a distant day when the dreamer will work mir- 
acles. The difference between the dream of one person and 
the dream of another is less its content than in what the 
dreamer does about it. The great of this earth, measured 
by reputation and impact on events, are those who seek to 
translate the dream into instant reality, but who are not 
discouraged that progress is slower than vision. For them 
the time is now, not some remote tomorrow which like a 
mirage recedes as it is approached. So dream, yes, but be 
the kind of dreamer for whom the time for action is not 
some more favorable tomorrow, but for whom the time for 
action is now. 

Don’t be intimidated by the fact of youth. Let history 
encourage you. Alexander the Great, a military hero at 
eighteen, began his efforts to conquer and control the earth 
at twenty. At his death at the age of thirty-three, he had 
exercised dominion over much of the civilized world of his 
day. For Alexander the time was now. Jeanne d’Arc at 
nineteen had completed her mission and embraced the im- 
mortality of martyrdom. Isaac Newton at twenty-one had 
contributed importantly to mathematics. At twenty-five he 
was honored with a professorship at Cambridge University. 
Alexander Hamilton at eighteen was famed as an orator 
for freedom’s cause. At twenty he was a Lt. Colonel on 
George Washington’s staff, and Washington’s trusted con- 
fidential secretary. Lafayette burning to help France and 
deciding the best way to do so was to weaken England by 
aiding the revolting American colonies, Lafayette was a 
Major General in Washington’s army at nineteen. William 
Pitt, the younger, one of Britain’s greatest statesmen, suc- 
cessfully sought election to Parliament at the age of tweny- 
one. He became Prime Minister before he was twenty-five. 
Thomas Edison at sixteen already had useful inventions to 
his credit. Winston Churchill, on the eve of going abroad 
as a foreign correspondent, though not yet twenty-one, gave 
a farewell dinner party for some of his youthful friends. 
He proposed the toast, ““Those yet under twenty-one who in 
twenty years will control the British Empire.” Henry Luce 
had already founded his journalistic empire when he was 
twenty-five. At twenty-nine Earl Warren was Deputy Dis- 
trict Attorney for the important county of Alameda. At 
thirty-one Harold Stassen was Governor of Minnesota. 

For each of this company of illustrious names, dreams 
were incitements to action. For each, the time was now. 

But why, you ask, dwell on such precocious giants? Theirs 
were other days and theirs more favorable circumstances. 
But were they? 

However, if you like, look at just three of your con- 
temporaries. Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., Charles Bolte, 
and Cord Meyer. Schlesinger, the historian, in 1945 at the 


age of twenty-eight had received the coveted Pulitzer Prize 
for his biography of Andrew Jackson. Bolté, who lost a leg 
in action, and who is now a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford, or- 
ganized and became national chairman of the American 
Veterans Committee when he was twenty-four. Cord Meyer, 
a college freshman in 1939, a marine in 1942, a veteran 
blinded in one eye in 1944, determined to use his energy 
to the end that the waste of war should not scourge another 
generation. In April 1945 Harold Stassen designated Meyer 
as one of two wounded service men to be his aids at the 
San Francisco Conference which drafted the United Na- 
tions Charter. The ink of the Charter was scarcely dry 
before Cord Meyer had clearly set forth the Charter’s 
weaknesses in an article published in the Atlantic Monthly 
for September 1945, an article rated as one of the great 
essays of our time. Last year at the venerable age of twenty- 
seven, Cord Meyer was head of the World Federalists, the 
principal American organization working for a world gov- 
ernment. He was the author of a best selling book, “Peace 
or Anarchy” which sets forth the need for world govern- 
ment, and he had received the United States Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce award as one of the ten outstanding young 
men of the year. For Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., Charles Bolté, 
and Cord Meyer, the time is now. 

To be sure these are examples of the singularly conspicu- 
ous. True greatness should never be measured by headlines 
received, or the quantity of power wielded. Greatness is a 
quality of being. I hope you go forth this graduation day 
with a high resolve to excel as a human being. I hope 
that on each of your tomorrows you are able satisfactorily 
to answer two questions: First, what did I learn today of 
permanent importance that I did not know yesterday? Sec- 
ond, what have I done today to put this knowledge to the 
service of the cause of peace, and justice, and democracy, and 
of better human relations? 

Your opportunities for service right here in Glendale are 
endless. Be a “joiner.” And then having joined, be a worker. 
Make Glendale an even better city than it is. 

Men have been less than kind in their treatment of the 
magnificent setting which nature provided here. Work to 
make your city more beautiful—a veritable garden. If to- 
morrow each of you were to plant a tree along the parkway 
in front of your house, think what it would mean. And 
then if each of you were to persuade two more families to 
do the same, and to have them in turn persuade two more, 
within a decade every street in Glendale would be arched 
with a verdant canopy of protection against the merciless 
summer sun. Think what this would mean for the beauty 
and the comfort of your city. 

Think also what it would mean in added beauty, in lower 
cost of maintenance, and in added pleasure in recreation at 
home, if each of you were to undertake a campaign to sell 
the neighbors in his block on the idea of ripping out the 
backyard fences and cooperatively developing the area as a 
park. Through a joint sharing of overhead and for less than 
the cost of keeping up your private rear gardens, you could 
have tennis and badminton courts, perhaps even a swimming 
pool, together with planned supervision for your children 
which only the rich can now afford. You don’t have to wait 
for your first million! The time is now! 

There is much unjustifiable criticism of waste and in- 
efficiency in government. The waste and inefficiency in busi- 
ness is little talked about, and less publicized. Undoubtedly 
there could be more economy and efficiency in government, 
even in the government of the City of Glendale. How to 
get it? You can do something about that, and you can do 
it now. You could start a campaign to interest public spirited 
citizens in putting up money for a series of substantial cash 
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prizes to be awarded annually to those city employees who 
make the best suggestions for improving the efficiency and/or 
cutting the cost of your municipal services. Try it! You'll 
be surprised and gratified at the extent to which such an 
incentive will add new vitality to your city administration. 

Learn to praise! Accentuate the positive! You want better 
newspapers, better radio programs, better teaching, better 
preaching. You want an end to the indecent exposure of 
bigotry and prejudice. When our disapproval is aroused, we 
vang-up on the offender. That has its point. But we need 
to express our appreciation and gratitude for everyone who 
has done a constructive job, whether it has to do with writ- 
ing an editorial, producing a radio program, teaching a class, 
or preaching a sermon. Let those who are trying to give you 
the best know that there is a consumer public for the best. 
Learn to praise as well as censure, and Glendale will be a 
better place, and you will have done something to make a 
better world, 

We do a lot of talking, especially on occasions such as 
this, about the importance of leadership. Don’t worry 
whether or not you are a leader. In saying this I don’t be- 
little the contribution of genius to social advance. By and 
large in this country we don’t do enough to nurture genius. 
Measured dollar-wise our educational systems do more for 
the children with crippled minds and bodies than for the 
exceptionally gifted child. You must see to it that in the 
future the gifted child is more adequately provided for. 
With the growing complexity of the world, we need and 
must have the fullest development of ability in every line. 
But leadership is the role of the few. If you were all lead- 
ers, it would be like a comic opera army of generals— 
rather ludicrous. Rather emphasize the significant role of 
followership and team work. I urge you to do your best to 
be a good follower, a good team-mate—loyal, encouraging, 
quick to do your part, and to give intelligent, steady support 
to leadership. 

To play a role in the great task of making America and 
the world the kind of place you want it to be, you need not 
wait to be invested with titles, or for a call to some high 
office, or to some far off place. If you can’t influence your 
club in supporting a just cause, what reason have you to be- 
lieve that you could persuade the Congress of the United 
States, or the Assembly of the United Nations? Your dream 
cries for action right here. The time is now! 

You may not make the headlines, but each of you can help 
to preserve and improve this country’s most valuable re- 
source, its people. Fifty-three of you are already parents. 
In the rearing of your children you will make one of the 
vreatest of contributions to a better tomorrow. You owe it 
to the past and to the future to be better parents than 
your parents have been able to be. We can’t have better 
children, children who will grow into productive, and emo- 
tionally mature men and women equipped to cope with the 
necessities of their day, until we have better parents. Modern 
psychology has documented the ominous Biblical warning 
that the sins of the fathers shall be visited on the children 
unto the third and fourth generation. We wouldn’t think 
of sending a gallant lad on a bombing mission unless that 
mission had been preceded by long and careful training and 
guidance. We carefully plan and spend fantastically for the 
purposes of destruction. Shall we do less for the forces of 
life? There is relatively little planning for parenthood— 
the most important creative responsibility any one can under- 
take. Your generation must bring to parenthood all the 
knowledge and training study and research have made avail- 
able. Your generation must make an insistent demand for 
parent education. You must see to it that soon there are as 


many parents enrolled in parent education courses in Glen- 
dale, as there are students in the schools. 

The late Lord Bryce said, “The state is made up of pri- 
vate citizens and such as they are, such will the state be.” 
This was Lord Bryce’s way of stating the challenge of per- 
sonal responsibility. And that responsibility is the challenge 
of the democratic way of life. The people who want the 
wrong things usually will work long to get them. Those 
who want the right things tend to be casual, if not downright 
indifferent. Right here in Glendale you can see to it that 
understanding of and backing for the best is secured. 

You must be alert against the tyranny of the majority 
quite as much as against the tyranny of dictatorship. In 
viewing a majority keep principle and quality in mind. Add- 
ing idiots together has never yet produced wisdom. If you 
prove earnest in the search of truth, capable of self-criticism, 
individual initiative, and personal responsibility, if you are 
willing to let the reach exceed the grasp, and above all if 
you undertake personal participation in political action, our 
Democracy is secure. 


California, because of its steady growth in population, 
will become in your lifetime the most politically powerful 
state in the union—as political power is measured by the 
number of representatives in Congress, the size of the dele- 
gation in party nominating conventions, and in the Electoral 
College. Your political decisions, therefore, as residents of 
California, are of increasing importance. They are of greater 
consequence, than would be the case if you were residents of 
Nevada, to take the example of one of the least populous 
states. 

California is singularly free from political machines. That 
means that people with ideas and energy find it easier to be 
politically effective in California than in many other states. 
You can begin to improve the quality of political life in 
California now, not merely by the way in which you vote, 
but by taking an active share in Young Republican or Young 
Democratic organizations. They will greet you with open 
arms. ‘They literally languish from lack of your partici- 
pation. 

There is much justified criticism of the selfish forces which 
try to control our political parties, and of our agencies of 
government. To the extent that these selfish forces succeed 
in getting control, it is because of the indifference and inaction 
of the many. Be a committee of one to do something about 
it. The time is now. 

The mechanics of the Democratic life are expensive. Let 
me give you an idea of just how expensive. There are more 
than 4,600,000 registered voters in California. Many per- 
sons otherwise eligible to vote, have not registered, they 
think so lightly of the privileges and duties of the franchise. 
Suppose you were a candidate for one of the state-wide offices, 
such as Governor, or United States Senator. It would cost 
not less than five cents per copy to print and mail one piece 
of literature about yourself. If you mailed every registered 
voter one piece before the primary, and another before the 
November election, the cost would be $460,000! To win an 
election takes many mailings, plus the salaries of profes- 
sional campaign personnel, the rent of headquarters, the 
price of newspaper ads, window posters, automobile seals, 
billboards, and radio time. Now remember that there are 
many elected offices, and at every level of government. Where 
does the money in these colossal amounts come from? I won- 
der how many of the thousands of persons in this auditorium 
have ever given so much as fifty-cents to an election cam- 
paign ? Come on now, let’s have a show of hands. I thought 
so. Very few! Yet campaign bills have to be paid. The 
money has to come from somewhere. Too often it comes 
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from persons and groups whose interests are not necessarily 
your interests. He who pays the piper calls the tune. 

Wouldn’t it be exhilarating, wouldn’t it be a victory for 
Democracy, if we the people decided to own our political 
parties? You could make a start on accomplishing that in 
Glendale between now and the November elections by under- 
taking to collect fifty cents—less than the price of a movie 
ticket—from each registered voter expressing a preference 
for your political party. I don’t know how many registered 
voters there are in Glendale. But I know a contribution of 
fifty-cents each could represent more money—not to say 
more honest money—than either political party here has had 
to use in behalf of its candidates and its principles. 

Moreover, such popularly contributed financing would 
make it possible to get better candidates. I’ve sat in party 
caucuses interviewing potential candidates for public office. 
And what do you suppose is one of the first questions put 
to the candidate? Not, what principles he will support, but 
how much money can he and his friends put into the cam- 
paign. The high cost of electioneering dissuades many an 
able person from responding to the plea that he stand for 
public office. 

In closing let me say, be of good heart. You will always 
live in a world of problems. Do not delude yourself that 
your generation, nor any that comes after will see an end 
of problems. Beware the prophet with shining eyes who 
exhorts, do this, do that, and there will be an end to prob- 
lems. There are no simple, single panacea solutions. The 
ability to define a problem is the first step toward its solution. 
Solving a problem is a bit like cutting off the head of a 
Hydra. Each solution creates a new set of problems, as if 
in an endless chain of cause and effect. We make possible 


a life expectancy of sixty-five, then take a dim view of persons 
on the labor market who are forty plus. In India plague is 
controlled, sanitation improved with the result there are 
more mouths to feed than food to go around. In Glendale 
streets and sidewalks are covered with concrete to allay 
dust and to increase riding and walking comfort. Then 
in a year of heavy rain the water, unable to sink into the 
ground, accummulates and forms a torrential and devastating 
run-off. To point out this fact about problem solving is not 
to counsel a philosophy of pessimism and frustration. Stick 
by the quest for perfection and the quest for certainty. But 
arm yourself against being victims of discouragement. The 
knowledge and the technics which make it possible to solve 
one set of problems, open the way to solving the new prob- 
lems created by the solution of the old. 

You live in a period when the forces of malice and fury 
stalk the earth. You live in a period when too many people 
in too many parts of the earth have suffered bitterness and 
disintegration. In this time America is a beacon of expect- 
ancy for all the world. Beyond the important necessities 
of your personal career and the concerns of earning bread 
and cheese, yours is an imperative mission, a mission of 
social healing. We hear much questioning about the capacity 
of Democracy, or of man himself, to survive the lethal 
forces he has let loose. Be less concerned about survival 
than about the quality of what survives. Yours is the chal- 
lenge to create a condition of affairs in which people can live 
out their lives in freedom from fear and freedom from want, 
in which people, people everywhere, shall share more fully 
than ever before in the abundance which Man’s conquest 
of nature makes possible. Let your century be the century 
of the liberated man. Let the time be now! 


Henry George and the Problems of Our Time 


TAXES, WORLD TRADE, LABOR AND EDUCATION 
By DR. GLENN E. HOOVER, Chairman, Department of Economics, Mills College, Oakland, California 
Delivered at The Henry George School of Social Science, Los Angeles, California, September 2, 1948 


whose thought was always directed to the problems 

of his time, and particularly the problem of social 
justice. It is appropriate therefore, that at a meeting called 
to commemorate his achievements, we should re-examine 
the problems we inherited from his age, and the programs 
he advanced for their solution. 

George would want us, I am sure, to continuously ex- 
amine his proposals with the best critical faculties we can 
bring to the task. He never pretended that he committed 
to mankind the Final Truth, embodied in a kind of Holy 
Writ. He would not be flattered if we read his writings 
as some may read the Koran, the Book of Mormon or Das 
Kapital, hoping, by some exegitical tour de force, to find 
answers which he never gave. He asked of his contempo- 
raries only that they bring to the problems of their time, 
and his solutions for them, an open mind, and an unselfish 
regard for justice, which, with George, was a veritable 
passion. 

He was human enough to appreciate the warm response 
given his writings and speeches, but he would scorn such 
Byzantine adulation as the world’s Communists heap on 
Marshal Stalin, or the Nazis gave to their Fiihrer. George 
always tried to prove his points by facts and logic, rather 


H ee: GEORGE was one of those rare thinkers 


than by appeals to so-called authoritative writings, and we 
can best honor him by following his example. 

The fundamental problem to which George devoted his 
life was the right of men to the earth on which they lived. 
No one believed more firmly than he that men had the right 
to the fruits of their labor, and that those who saved and 
accumulated capital had a right to their reward. But he 
believed with equal firmness that the site value of land was 
a socially created value; that the earth was the product of 
no man’s labor, and that institutions which enabled some to 
charge others for permission to use this earth—our com- 
mon heritage—were fundamentally unjust. 

The equal right of all of us to the earth on which we 
live is, to me, the core of the Georgist doctrine. It is of 
course impossible for all of us to share a given lot, tract or 
farm, but we can all share equally the value of it, if that 
value is collected for public use. Honest men may differ 
over the best way to accomplish this end, or the way in 
which the annual value of land sites should be distributed 
among the various levels of government; they may also 
differ over the propriety of giving some compensation to 
existing owners, or whether the annual site value (economic 
rent) would be sufficient to defray all needed public ex- 
penses. If, however, they believe that we all have equal 
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right to the earth which God—or Nature—has provided, I 
am prepared to accept them as co-workers in what is per- 
haps the most fundamental and concrete program ever ad- 
vanced in behalf of human equality and human freedom. 

The acceptance of George’s program has been hampered 
because so many have erroneously believed it to involve 
only the repeal of all taxes other than the tax on the site 
value of land. This so-called “single tax’”’ would not, strictly 
speaking, be a tax at all, but an annual-payment to society 
for such land as one wanted for his own use. But George 
proposed much more than a minor fiscal reform involving 
the simplification of our tax structure. He demanded noth- 
ing less than a revolutionary change, by which each of us 
would be accorded his equal right to the earth. 

For lands devoted to public purposes, such as streets, 
parks and recreation grounds, our equal rights are already 
recognized, and we enjoy them on a first-come first-served 
basis. But our equal right to land privately held can be 
secured only if the full annual value of such land is paid to 
society and used by it for the equal benefit of all its mem- 
bers. This is the core of the Georgist proposal, and I ven- 
ture to say that the ethical principles on which it is based 
have never been successfully refuted. 

You may have noted that I have spoken thus far only of 
the very compelling ethical arguments for the public ap- 
propriation of all site values. However, the proposal would 
have the further advantage that it would lead to the full 
utilization of every piece of land whenever it became useful. 
No one could afford to pay to society the full annual value 
of land, and then hold it out of use. It is obvious that the 
proposal would be to the economic advantage of all but 
actual and potential land-owners. 

However, some of us have always believed that George 
was right in stressing the ethical arguments for the socializa- 
tion of economic rent. His reasons for this he well expressed 
in the following passage: 

“To begin and maintain great popular movements, it 
is the moral sense rather than the intellect t iat must be 
appealed to, sympathy rather than self-interest. For how- 
ever it may be with any individual, the sense of justice is, 
with the masses of men, keener and truer than intellectual 
perception, and unless a question can assume the form of 
right and wrong it cannot provoke general discussion and 
excite the many to action.”’* 

The injustice of allowing a few persons to appropriate to 
their private use, the socially created value of land is now 
even more flagrant than in George’s time. The men of the 
Nineteenth Century who added acre to acre and tract to 
tract, watching others develop them into Main Streets, were 
often enough ruthless landlords. Very often too their men- 
tal powers more nearly resembled animal cunning than the 
higher gifts of the spirit, but they were generally hard 
working, often thrifty, and at times quite public-spirited. 
They were more often disposed to endow colleges, hospitals 
and libraries than are their descendants who inherited their 
estates. The latter, having less vigor and less confidence in 
themselves than their elders had, are more inclined to spend 
their rentals on what they call “gracious living,” and then 
pass their estates on to their descendants to enable them to 
live even more “graciously.” 

Moreover, since George’s time the socially created eco- 
nomic rent which landowners appropriate to their private 
use has greatly increased. No adequate statistics are avail- 
able, but the annual site value of the land of the United 
States, for example, must be enormous. If the shadow of 


* Protection Or Free Trade (New York: Doubleday, Page & Co., 
1911) p. 317. 





war should ever pass us by, and governments would restrict 
their activities to functions which they can intelligently per- 
form, there can be little doubt that most of our costs of 
government could be met from the economic rent which is 
now privately appropriated. 

A corollary of this achievement, minor in importance, but 
soul-warming to some of us, would be the separation from 
the public pay-roll of a plague of tax assessors, tax collectors, 
tax adjustors, tax attorneys, investigators and snoopers of 
high and low degree. Even the unofficial income tax coun- 
sellors, whose offices spring up like mushrooms, just prior 


to the Ides of every March, could go back to more useful 
tasks. 


Georce’s Errorts TO FrEE Woritp TRADE 


While George’s reputation rests chiefly on his efforts in 
behalf of the public appropriation of economic rent, he was 
also an ardent free trader. Because freedom can survive 
only among equals, one might suppose that his free trade 
ideas developed from his belief in our equal rights to the 
earth, but this supposition is demonstrably false. His free 
trade convictions developed first. 

He came to California a protectionist, or as he himself 
has put it: 

“IT supposed I was, for, without real examination, I 
had accepted the belief, as in the first place we all accept 
our beliefs, on the authority of others.t 
His protectionist errors were, as one might suspect, part 

of the intellectual baggage he brought with him from Penn- 
sylvania. He said that he was converted to free trade by 
hearing “the protective theory elaborately expounded by an 
able man.” Perhaps the moral of this incident is that pro- 
tectionists should never indulge in public debate, for there is 
no telling when an intelligent young person of George’s 
caliber might be in the audience. 

It is to be noted that he became a free trader, as he be- 
came a land reformer, by applying to the problem the very 
highest of ethical principles. These principles he stated as 
follows: 

“Religion and experience alike teach us that the high- 
est good of each is to be sought in the good of others; 
that the true interests of men are harmonious, not an- 
tagonistic. . . . The protective theory, on the other hand, 
implies the opposition of national interests; that the gain 
of one people is the loss of others . . . it inculcates a war- 
fare of restrictions and prohibitions and searchings and 
seizures, which differs in weapons, but not in spirit, from 
that warfare which sinks ships and burns cities.t 
To put the tariff controversy on this high plane is to lift 

it up from the low levels of discussion usually present in 
Congressional Committee rooms. There, as like as not, some 
California pressure group will be insisting that if the im- 
poverished Greeks are permitted to sell more olives and 
nuts in the United States, our Republic will be endangered! 
Or the American shipping companies will be there, this 
time vigorously supported by the sea-faring unions, to pro- 
test the proposed loan of some of our idle shipping to the 
countries of Western Europe, so that they might carry away 
some of the relief supplies we are giving them, and thus 
reduce the cost to the American taxpayer. 

Those who take such a selfish and worm’s eye view of 
world trade may perhaps be excused if they fail to pitch 
their protectionist arguments at the level to which George 
raised any dispute in which he participated. Some protec- 


+ Protection Or Free Trade, Ch. IV. 
t¢ Protection And Free Trade, Ch. IV. 
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tionists are so blinded by self-interest that they are quite 
incapable of thinking in terms of the public welfare. They 
are perhaps more to be pitied than condemned, but it is 
dificult to tolerate fools and knaves gladly, particularly 
when they add hypocrisy to their vices. 

The cause of free trade will be forever indebted to Henry 
George because of the courage he displayed in his advocacy 
of it. In his day as in ours, many who really believed in 
free trade wanted to “talk it down.”” They preferred to be 
known as “tariff reformers,” and professed to be content 
with tariff reductions. This mealy-mouth approach was 
anathema to such a simple and honest man as Henry George. 
He knew that there was no argument ever advanced for 
reducing a tariff by 50% that could not be used to urge its 
reduction by 100%. 

In the Garfield-Hancock campaign, the Democratic Party 
sought to capitalize on his eloquence by having him speak 
on the tariff, but one experience with the forthright George 
was enough. He told the audience that he had heard of 
high-tariff Democrats and low-tariff Democrats, but he was 
a no-tariff Democrat who wanted “to sweep away the cus- 
toms-houses and custom-house officers and have free trade.” 
He was never asked to speak again. Politicians, then as 
now, feared nothing so much as frankness. They preferred 
speakers who, like their party platforms, could mean all 
things to all men. With that kind of politician, George 
could have no truck. 

How goes the battle for free trade since George’s time? 
On balance, one must say it has gone badly. The beneficiaries 
of tariffs first won large support from their employees, and 
then were joined by farmers who were reluctant to see in- 
dustrialists and their high paid workers get all the favors 
which government had to bestow. 

Since many of these farmers grew crops such as corn, 
wheat and cotton, that were not imported, they could not 
be benefited by straight, old-fashioned protective duties. 
They therefore demanded—and got—a system of subsidy 
payments, “price support” programs, and permission to enter 
into monopolistic “marketing agreements,” by which they 
have been able to keep the prices of many of our farm crops 


above the world level. To cap this folly, we have had to. 


employ protective tariffs and import quotas to prevent the 
re-importation of certain of our farm products, previously 
“dumped” abroad by means of export bounties paid from 
the federal treasury. 

The leaders of the American farm organizations have 
thus obtained for farmers the double-barreled privilege of 
raiding the Treasury, and at the same time exacting monop- 
oly prices from the defenseless consumers. In this they 
have been aided by vote-hungry politicians of both major 
parties. Nor should we forget that, beginning with the 
Great Depression, our Ship of State has been loaded to the 
Plimsoll line with planners, collectivists and other advocates 
of state intervention. Such people are hostile to all forms 
of economic freedom, and particularly to the freedom of 
international trade. 

With our entrance into the late war, state planning was 
intensified and the protectionist-subsidy favors given to farm- 
ers have all been retained. Thus far the farm bloc has been 
victorious all along the line, even to the point of retaining 
the laws which, in fact, require housewives to color their 
own margarine if they resort to the unpatriotic practice of 
using it. Perhaps the furore over the cost of living will 
prompt the Congress to temper somewhat the existing pro- 
tectionist subsidy system, but it would be naive to expect 
politicians to act from other than political motives until 
after the November elections. 

There is however one factor in the protectionist con- 


troversy that has been completely changed since George's 
time. Our receipts from customs duties are now such a 
small part of the revenue of our federal government, that 
their abolition would raise no serious fiscal problems. So 
long as customs revenues were an important item in the 
federal budget, free traders were logically forced to suggest 
alternative revenues if protection was to be abandoned. The 
awe-inspiring system of taxes now employed by the federal 
government has relieved free traders of that unpleasant task. 
Of the estimated budget receipts for the fiscal year 1949, 
totalling $44,477 millions, only $378 millions or less than 
1% are anticipated from the yield of customs duties.§ The 
abolition of customs duties can now be considered on its 
merits, and almost without regard to possible effects on 
federal revenues. 

The present advocates of free trade have another advan- 
tage which George did not enjoy, in that the United States 
is now, economically, the undisputed colossus of the world. 
How much of that is due to the war losses of our former 
rivals, and how much to our own free enterprise system, 
each must determine for himself. The fact remains that our 
production is so great, and foreign production so small, that 
we are forced to make loans and grants to friendly nations 
to keep their peoples alive. 

Under such circumstances, to reduce their sales to us by 
retaining our protective duties is to establish a world’s rec- 
ord for governmental stupidity. In effect, we are saying to 
the peoples of Western Europe, that we do not want to 
accept their products in exchange for ours, but would prefer 
to give them ours, with no quid pro quo whatsoever. Loans 
and grants to the Western European nations are quite in 
order, but we should first permit them to acquire all the 
dollars they can by selling to us, before we start giving our 
dollars away. Until we demonstrate that much common 
sense, we shall be known more for our possession of the atom 
bomb than for economic statesmanship. 

Because of the unusual conditions now prevailing in the 
world it might be well if the followers of Henry George 
should redouble their efforts in behalf of free trade, a cause 
to which he gave so much of his time and energy. In this 
campaign they would have the aid and sympathy of groups 
that were either hostile or non-existent in his day. 

Most of the professional economists of George’s gener- 
ation thought as little of him as he did of them—which is 
saying a good deal—but they are now, almost without ex- 
ception, convinced believers in the free trading system. In 
addition, the many low-cost producers in the United States 
are now more aware that to restrict imports means to re- 
strict their exports, on which they must depend if they are 
to continue to operate at profitable levels. Their voices, for 
the first time, are beginning to be heard in the land, and— 
more important so far as immediate results are concerned— 
in the halls of Congress. 

Moreover, it must now be apparent that George’s free 
trade objective is much nearer attainment than the sociali- 
zation of rent. Success in the latter field will require pro- 
longed educational efforts at all levels of government. With 
our political system, it is administratively difficult for the 
federal government to appropriate the site value of land, 
even if the needs of the federal government were given 
priority over the needs of the states and their political sub- 
divisions. For this reason, campaigns to socialize economic 
rent must be carried on in each of the states and in hun- 
dreds of communities. This will require much time. 

On the other hand, it is always possible that a free trade 


§ The Budget of the United States Government For The Fiscal 
Year Ending June 30, 1949, Table 6, p. A-11. 
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victory may be won by a single stroke. Here we have to 
deal, not with forty-eight legislatures, but with the Con- 
gress. It could eliminate at any time, all protectionist re- 
strictions—root and branch, and the international situation 
could not possibly be more favorable to such a course of 
action. We are now pressing the countries of Western 
Europe to lower or remove their tariff barriers which ob- 
struct mutual trade between them. With how much better 
grace could we give this advice if we should abolish our 
own protective duties and come out boldly for complete 
commercial freedom! 

There is much talk of this being a time for greatness, by 
which we generally mean a time when foreign governments 
and foreign statesmen should show their greatness by meas- 
uring up to what Churchill has called, “the level of events.” 
I submit that in the field of commercial policy, they are 
more apt to do so if we ourselves set an inspiring example. 
There is no action our government could take which would 
have such far reaching and beneficial results as the dramatic 
termination of our protectionist policy. Here indeed would 
be another “shot heard ‘round the world” which would en- 
courage the friends of freedom everywhere. 

The economic recovery of the world is now bogged down 
in a mire of protective duties, import quotas, exchange con- 
trol, price fixing and the allocation of raw materials. In 
many countries government intervention has gone so far 
that only the most resolute action will save them from the 
final descent into the misery and muddle of a police state 
regime. George said that none of his proposals were pana- 
ceas for the world’s ills, but that freedom was. In the 
present tug of war between freedom and totalitarianism we 
might turn the tide by sweeping away every obstacle to the 
freedom of trade for which we are responsible. 


Henry GEORGE AND LABOR 


The well-being of the wage worker was another matter 
in which George was deeply interested. 

If he were alive today, what would he think of the work- 
ers’ efforts to improve their lot through the economic power 
of their trade unions? He always sympathized with every 
aspiration of the workers, and when he was a candidate for 
office, he almost invariably received trade union support. 
On the other hand, he never had much faith in either their 
ideals or the methods of trade unionism. In his Protection 
Or Free Trade, he put it as follows: 


“The first attempts of working-men to improve their 
conditions are by combining to demand higher wages of 
their direct employers. Something can be done in this 
way for those within such organizations; but it is after 
all very little. For a trades-union can only artificially 
lessen competition within the trade; it cannot affect the 
general conditions which force men into bitter competi- 
tion with each other for the opportunity to gain a living.’’* 
There is little reason to doubt that he thought of trade 

iinions only as makeshift devices, to be justified, if at all, 
only so long as men were denied equal rights to the earth, 
and equal access to it. His mature opinion (1886) was ex- 
pressed as follows: 

“But where the natural rights of all are secured, then 
competition, acting on every hand—between employers as 
between employed; between buyers as between sellers— 
can injure no one. On the contrary it becomes the most 
simple, most extensive, most elastic, and most refined sys- 
tem of cooperation.’’t 


* Loc. cit. Ch. XXVIII. 
+t Ibid, Ch. XXVIII. 


George could not fail to see that unions were pressure 
groups, designed to give their members a monopoly price for 
their services, and, if they believed the occasion warranted 
it, to restrict the personal freedom of workers and customers 
of firms against which strikes had been declared. The ex- 
ercise of such power violates every concept of freedom and 
equality to which he dedicated his life. 

George, with his emphasis on justice, could have had little 
sympathy for the “business unionism”’ of today. Its leaders 
are too ready to exact their pound of flesh, without regard 
to consequences. So long as unicnists could pretend that the 
increased wages which they got by the exercise of pressure, 
came exclusively from the profits of their employers, they 
had considerable public support, and presumably, had clearer 
consciences—insofar as they were equipped with such en- 
cumbrances. But the pretense that wages are paid, ulti- 
mately, by anyone other than the consumers of the goods 
and services which unionists produce—that pretense is wear- 
ing pretty thin. 

The recent practice of announcing wage increases and 
price increases to be effective on the same day should serve 
to open the eyes of those who have long permitted their 
sympathies to impair their vision. When the pressure of 
certain trade unions enables them to receive—in the Cali- 
fornia vernacular—more “ham and eggs,” the effects will 
be seen, not at the breakfast tables of their employers, but 
at the tables of those living on fixed incomes, retired people, 
unorganized workers, or even trade unionists in industries 
where union pressure is less effective. These relatively de- 
fenseless people are the ones who will get less because the 
aggressive unionists get more. 

Despite George’s advice to the workers that they con- 
centrate on what he called their “natural rights,” they have 
instead chosen to exert their monopely power as a means of 
obtaining higher wages. As a result, wage rates, which are 
the price of labor and should, like all prices, be arrived at 
through the peaceful processes of a free market, are now the 
result of power contests. Our market places have been 
transformed into economic battle fields on which the armies 
of Labor and Capital bluff, bluster and brawl. At any time 
their struggles may halt our entire economy, and their 
agreements may be equally fatal, for then the consumer is 
sure to be gouged. 

In some cases trade unions have gone so far that they 
find themselves in conflict—not with their employers—but 
with the United States of America. I am no red-baiter nor 
patrioteer, but I can predict, with all confidence, that when 
a labor dispute takes this form, the U. S. A. will win every 
time. The policies pursued by many union leaders are not 
only bringing them into conflict with the strongest govern- 
ment in the world, but are also losing them a large measure 
of public sympathy. In the opinion of many of our citizens, 
the once weak unions, formerly regarded as rather ineffec- 
tive supporters of the under-dog, have been transformed into 
giants, whose activities are a menace to our social and 
economic order. 

As American trade unionists approach the end of the road 
down which their leaders have misled them, they would do 
well to abandon the monopoly device on which they have 
relied, and concentrate on the economic reforms which 
George advocated. By so doing they would win the sup- 
port of most men of good will, whatever their place in our 
economy. The workers of this and every country have many 
legitimate grievances, but monopolistic wage-fixing is not 
the appropriate remedy for any of them. 
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For example, each worker has the right to an equal share 
in the annual value of the good earth, but that right he has 
—not as a unionist or wage worker—but as a man. He 
has too a right to move about at will, and to work on such 
terms as are to him agreeable. However, such trade union 
practices as high initiation fees, racial discrimination and 
limitation of membership, frequently deprive him of these 
rights. 

Moreover, each worker, as indeed every adult not in 
néed of a guardian, has the right to buy products originat- 
ing in any part of our “one world,” without paying penal- 
ties in the form of customs duties, and without paying the 
artificially high prices which such duties enable domestic 
producers to charge him. 


EouaL EpUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 


We have also recognized the right of all workers, as well 
as others, to a free education in public schools and colleges. 
I wish that this right might be extended, so that able 
students, whatever the financial condition of themselves or 
their families, might pursue their studies for as long as they 
demonstrate the capacity and the will to profit by them. 
By this I mean that, for such superior students, not only 
would instruction be free, but that they would receive a 
stipend which would enable them to live while profiting 
from this instruction. Higher education at public expense 
should increasingly go to those who can best profit from it 
rather than to those whose parents can best afford it. This 
is the kind of freedom, and equality of opportunity, which 
workers and their children should enjoy. Superior intellec- 
tual gifts are always in short supply, and they should never 


be wasted because gifted students and their families are too 
poor to develop them to the fullest. 

Nor, in my judgment, need such a program impose too 
great a financial burden on the public. By raising the en- 
trance requirements so as to exclude students who have 
little to recommend them but the bank accounts of their 
fathers, the cost of maintaining our higher institutions of 
learning could be kept well within the limits of the public’s 
ability to pay them. What we as a society cannot afford is 
the waste of intellectual ability which results when gifted 
young men and women cannot continue their studies merely 
because their families are poor. 

Nor should we ever fall into the popular error of assum- 
ing that serious study should end when young people leave 
the class room. As a veteran teacher let me assure you that 
the human intellect is at best, a device of restricted utility. 
It needs a very careful nurturing indeed, and the develop- 
ment of it should continue until senility is so plainly evident 
that we must, perforce, abandon our efforts. 

Woodrow Wilson once said—to the wrath of the Prince- 
ton alumni—that the proper aim of a university is to make 
a son as unlike his father as possible. You may be assured 
that four years is much too brief a time to accomplish that 
commendable task. For this reason the work which the 
Henry George Schools are carrying on is to be highly com- 
mended. Man’s struggle for enlightenment calls for con- 
tinuous effort on the part of each and every one of us. 
I must conclude by congratulating all of you on your recog- 
nition of that fact. May your tribe increase, may your 
efforts prove fruitful, and may you—along the way—ex- 
perience the imperishable delight of acquiring new know!l- 
edge and wisdom. 
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